“You are the best of the nations raised up for (benefit of) men: you enjoin
what is right and forbid the wrong and believe in Allah” 3:110
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TOPIC 1: IMAM JA'FAR AS-SADIQ (A)
Name:
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:
Buried:

Ja'far
as-Sadiq (The Truthful One)
Abu Abdullah
Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (A)
Bibi Umme Farwa binte Qasim (A)
17th Rabi-ul-Awwal 83 A.H. in Madina
From 114 A.H. to 148 A.H.
25th Shawwal 148 A.H.
Madina, Saudi Arabia.

Imam (A) has the same birth date as our Holy Prophet (S). Amongst his titles are alFaazil (the Successful) and at-Tahir (the Pure). He was brought up in the care of his
grandfather, Imam Ali Zainul Abideen (A) for 12 years and then remained under the
guidance of his father, Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (A) for another 19 years.
During the lifetime of Imam (A), the Bani Abbas took over the reins of political power from
the Bani Umayyah. In this period of internal wars and upheavals, he was not disturbed by
the rulers. He used this opportunity to advance the work started by his father and he set
up a large teaching centre.
Many students from foreign countries came to learn from Imam (A). His
classes and sessions of instruction produced 4,000 scholars of Hadith
and the sciences. Amongst his famous students were Hisham bin
Hakam, Jaabir bin Hayyaan and Abu Hanifah. Imam (A) was
responsible for organising the Fiqh (laws) of the Shia faith, which is why
we are sometimes known as the Ja'fari Shia.
Once a man from Iran by the name of Sahl bin Hasan
came to Imam (A) and asked him why he did not fight
for his right when there were so many Shia in Iran ready
to fight with him. In reply Imam (A) took Sahl to the fire
place and asked him to sit in the blazing fire. Sahl
began to tremble and said that he had a family to return
to, and begged to be excused from this test.
Meanwhile, Haroon Makki, a close companion of Imam
(A), arrived, having just returned from Hajj. Imam (A) asked him to jump in the fire and he
did so at once. After a while, Imam (A) asked Sahl to look in the fire place. Sahl saw that
Haroon sat there, quite unharmed. Imam (A) asked Sahl how many such followers were
there in Iran, to which the man replied, "None, master." Having made his point, Imam (A)
asked Haroon to come out of the fire.
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QUESTION BOX
Are we ready to join the army of our Imam (A) no matter what situation we
are in, or will our personal matters come in between?
Once, a man falsely accused Imam (A) of plotting against the Bani Abbas Caliph,
Mansoor Dawanaqi. When he was called to the court to explain his actions, Imam (A)
denied the allegation and asked the man to repeat his words under oath. The man began
the oath by praising Allah, but Imam (A) asked him to make his statement by saying that
he was free from the protection of Allah and trusted his own strength and wisdom. When
the man took the oath against Imam (A) in this way, his leg was paralysed immediately.
Mansoor ordered the man to be thrown out of his court.
Once in Madina there was a shortage of wheat flour and
prices of the flour were very high. Imam (A) asked his
servant what their situation was. The servant replied that
they had plenty of wheat and should have no problem for
a long time. Imam (A) said, “Sell the wheat in the market
and let us face the situation along with everyone else.” In
this way he taught that hoarding is discouraged by Islam.
Imam (A) was once called to the court of Mansoor who was in an extremely angry mood
towards him. When he came to the court, a man called Rabi saw that he was reciting
something quietly.
Gradually, the anger of Mansoor died down, and by the time Imam (A) approached him,
he was pleased to see him. Later, Rabi asked him what he was reciting, and he said it
was the prayer to Allah which his great grandfather Imam Husain (A) used to recite as
follows:
"O my Provision in time of hardship, O my Help in the face of
disaster, guard me with Your Eye which never sleeps,
surround me with Your impenetrable fortress."
Rabi said that he learnt this prayer and never remained in hard times after he recited it.
QUESTION BOX
How many times have we thought of using Duas and A’maals to solve our
problems, instead of complaining and getting angry?
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Towards the end of his life severe restrictions were put on Imam (A)
by Mansoor, who used to torture the Shia mercilessly. Finally, he
sent some poisoned grapes to his governor in Madina, Muhammad
bin Sulayman, with instructions to give them to Imam (A).
The poison took its effect and Imam (A) breathed his last on
25th
Shawwal 148 A.H. at the age of 63 years. He is buried in Jannatul Baqee next to his
father.

MORAL BOX
 Hoarding is discouraged in Islam. We should try and use all means to help out in
hardships, rather than storing for ourselves alone.
 We should learn to ward off hard times with the use of prayers, especially those
taught to us by our Imam’s (A).
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 The 6th Imam (A) shares the same birth date as the Holy Prophet (S)
 During his lifetime was the period of internal wars as the Bani Abbas took over the
reins of political power from the Bani Umayyah. Therefore, he was not disturbed by
the rulers and he used this opportunity to advance the work started by his father and
he set up a large teaching centre
 Imam (A) taught many students from all over the world. His classes and sessions of
instruction produced 4,000 scholars of Hadith and the sciences.
 Imam (A) was responsible for organising the Fiqh (laws) of the Shia faith, which is
why we are sometimes known as the Ja'fari Shia.
 Once Sahl bin Hasan came from Iran, to ask the Imam (A) to fight for his right as
there were so many Shia in Iran ready to fight with him. In reply Imam (A) took Sahl to
the fire place and asked him to sit in the blazing fire. Sahl begged to be excused from
this test, whereas Haroon Makki, a companion of the Imam (A), jumped in at once
and remained in it unharmed. This proved that the Shia weren’t ready yet.
 When there was a shortage of wheat flour in Madina. Imam (A) told his servant to sell
all their wheat in the market so that they may face the situation along with everyone
else. In this way he taught that hoarding is discouraged by Islam.
 Once the Imam (A) used a prayer to Allah, recited by Imam Husain (A), to ease the
anger of Caliph Mansoor Dawanaqi.
 The Imam (A) was killed by poisoned grapes on the instruction of Mansoor. He died
on 25th Shawwal 148 A.H. at the age of 63 years and is buried in Jannatul Baqee
next to his father.
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TOPIC 2: IMAM MUSA AL-KADHIM (A)
Name:Musa
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:
Buried:

al-Kadhim (One who Restrains his Anger)
Abul Hassan, Abu Ibrahim and Abu Ali
Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A)
Bibi Hamida (A)
7th Safar 128 A.H. in Abwa
From 148 A.H. to 183 A.H.
25th Rajab 183 A.H.
Kadhmain, Iraq.

Imam (A) was brought up under the care of his father for 20 years. After the death of his
father, he took over the responsibility of Imamat and guided the people from Madina.
At the time of the death of Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A), some of the Shia claimed that
Isma'il, his eldest son, was the Imam. This view was incorrect because Isma'il had died
during the life time of his father (A) and moreover, it was against the specific instructions
of the sixth Imam (A).
RESEARCH BOX
 Find out more about the Ismailis, and who is their leader at the moment?
Imam (A) lived during the time of four Bani Abbas Caliphs, Mansoor, Mahdi, Hadi and
Haroon Rashid. Although he was allowed some freedom in the beginning, it was not long
before the attention of the rulers was turned on him. When Haroon came to power in 170
A.H., he set about killing the descendants of Imam Ali (A). At first, however, he allowed
Imam (A) to continue guiding the people.
Ali bin Yaqtin was the prime minister of Haroon. Unknown to Haroon, he was a Shia and
followed the rulings of Imam (A). He also used to try to help the Shia secretly by using his
powerful influence.
One day Haroon sent him some robes as a gift for his services. Amongst them was a
costly black woollen cloak with a gold design. Ali bin Yaqtin sent the robes to Imam (A) as
a gift, together with some money for Khums. Imam (A) accepted the money and the
robes, but returned the cloak with a letter saying, "Keep the cloak and do not let it leave
your hands. An event will occur when you will need it." Although Ali was disappointed that
his gift had been returned, he followed Imam's (A) instructions.
Some time later, one of the servants of Ali bin Yaqtin left his service after a quarrel. He
went to report to Haroon that Ali was a secret follower of Imam (A). He also told Haroon
how he had sent the cloak as a gift to Imam (A) together with money.
Haroon was furious and summoned Ali bin Yaqtin at once, demanding to see the cloak.
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Because of Imam's (A) advice the cloak was still in his possession and he brought it at
once. Haroon was ashamed at doubting his prime minister and ordered that the servant
be flogged with a thousand lashes.
Once a servant of the Imam (A) was bringing water for him, when she accidentally
slipped, spilling all the water on the Imam (A). She became scared about what she had
done, but due to the excellent training of the Imam (A), she immediately quoted a verse of
the Quran about suppressing one’s anger. Imam (A) was happy on hearing this, and told
her that he had forgiven her, and forgotten the incident. Not only that, but he also
continued with the verse stating that ‘Allah loves the Muhsineen’ (good doers) and set her
free.
Haroon began to resent the popularity and power
that Imam (A) had over the Muslims. Once when
Haroon went over to Madina, he approached the
tomb of the Holy Prophet (S) and said, "Greetings to
you, O Prophet of Allah, greetings to you, my
cousin." He was trying to show the people that he
was related to the Holy Prophet (S) because he was
a descendant of Abbas, the brother of Abdullah.
Imam (A) also approached the tomb and said,
"Greetings to you, O Prophet of Allah, greetings to
you, my father." Imam (A) was proving to the people
and Haroon that he was a direct descendant of the
Holy Prophet (S). When he heard this, Haroon's face
went red in anger.

QUESTION BOX
If someone did something wrong for us, would we forgive and forget, or
get angry and look for revenge?
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In Baghdad, information continued to reach Haroon about the growing popularity of Imam
(A) and he felt threatened. In spite of the fact that Imam (A) had not criticised the
government, he had him handcuffed and brought to Basra from Madina. In Basra, Imam
(A) was imprisoned for one year under the care of Isa bin Ja'far. He was then moved to a
prison in Baghdad, and then moved to different prisons. He was finally kept under the
guard of Sindi bin Shahik.
The accursed Sindi eventually killed Imam (A) by presenting him with
poisoned dates. Imam (A) immediately felt the effect of the poison, and
after three days of fever, he left this world.

Sindi put the body of Imam (A) on a bridge in Baghdad and
invited the people to come and see the body and prove to
themselves that he had not been killed by force, but had
died naturally.
Imam (A) died on 6th Safar 183 A.H. after being the guide for the people for 35 years. He
was buried in Kadhmain, near Baghdad. The Ghusl and Kafan was performed by his son
Imam Ali ar-Ridha (A), who also led his funeral prayers.

MORAL BOX
 We should learn from the Imam (A) to always help out people when we know
they are in trouble.
 There is no point getting angry. Our Imam (A) has showed us to forgive and
forget or even to do better.
 __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 At the time of the death of the sixth Imam (A), he had instructed for Imam Musa
al-Kadhim (A) to be the next Imam. Some of the Shia claimed that Isma'il, his eldest
son, was the Imam. This was incorrect because Isma'il had died during the life time of
his father (A).
 Imam (A) lived during the time of four Bani Abbas Caliphs, Mansoor, Mahdi, Hadi and
Haroon. When Haroon Rashid came to power, he began killing all descendants of
Imam Ali (A).
 Ali bin Yaqtin was the prime minister of Haroon. He was a Shia and followed the
rulings of Imam (A) and used to help the Shia secretly, using his powerful influence.
 Once Ali bin Yaqtin sent a beautiful expensive robe to the Imam (A) with khums
money. The Imam (A) returned the robe, knowing an event would happen when Ali
would need it again. It so happened that the robe had been a gift from Haroon to
Ali, and when an ex-servant of Ali told Haroon that Ali had given the robe to the
Imam (A), Haroon got angry and demanded to see it.
 The Imam (A) was always patient, and never got angry. Once his servant spilled
water on him, but the Imam (A) forgave her, and set her free.
 Haroon began to feel threatened at the growing popularity of the Imam (A), so he
had him arrested and imprisoned in Basra for a year, and then moved to different
prisons. Finally he was kept under the guard of Sindi bin Shahik who killed the Imam
(A) by presenting him with poisoned dates.
 Sindi put the body of Imam (A) on a bridge in Baghdad to prove to people that he had
not been killed by force, but had died naturally. He was buried in Kadhmain, near
Baghdad.
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TOPIC 3: IMAM ALI AR-RIDHA (A)
Name:
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:
Buried:

Ali
ar-Ridha (One with whom Allah is Pleased)
Abul Hassan
Imam Musa al-Kadhim (A)
Bibi Ummul Baneen Najma (A)
11th Zilkad 148 A.H. in Madina
From 183 A.H. to 203 A.H.
29th Safar 203 A.H.
Mashhad, Iran.

Imam (A) is also known as Imam Zaamin (A). Zaamin
comes from the Arabic word Zamaanat, which means
security. Whenever we start a journey, we pray to Allah
to keep us safe for the sake of our eighth Imam (A). We
also give some money in charity, which is in the name of
Imam Zaamin (A).
Imam (A) was brought up under the care of his father for 35 years. His father left behind a
written document declaring his succession.
When his father was poisoned in prison in 183 A.H., Imam (A) took over the great
responsibility of Imamat under very difficult circumstances. Haroon Rashid, the Abbaside
Caliph, made life very difficult for the followers of Imam (A).
QUESTION BOX
During difficult times do we maintain our peace and calm, or does our
anger and frustration take over?
In Madina, Imam (A) carried out his duties in a peaceful manner in the face of a very
difficult period for the Shia, and it was mostly due to his efforts that the teachings of the
Holy Prophet (S) and the correct interpretation of the Holy Qur'an became widespread.
He had command over several languages and used to answer the questions of his
followers in their own language.
QUESTION BOX
How many languages do we know? Have we kept our mother tongue and
have we chosen to learn new languages in school?
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Haroon Rashid died in 193 A.H., having nominated his son Amin as his successor.
However, Amin was killed after ruling for 4 years only, by his brother Ma'mun, who then
took over the Abbaside Caliphate.
Ma'mun was an intelligent man, and he could see that the Shia were increasing in
number despite torture and oppression. He was aware of the position and power that
Imam (A) held over the people. Many of Ma'mun's own ministers were Shia, and he
began to get worried about the influence of Imam (A).
He decided that the only way he could hold on to power and quieten down the Shia, who
were threatening to revolt, was by changing his approach. First, he declared himself Shia
also. He ordered that the descendants of Imam Ali (A) should not be harmed. Next, he
invited Imam (A) to come from Madina to Marv, which was his winter capital.
On his way to Marv, Imam (A) passed Nishapoor, where thousands of people had
gathered to catch a glimpse of him. Some scholars begged him to stop and address them
so that they could hear his voice. Imam (A) related to them that the angel Jibraeel (A) had
told the Holy Prophet (S), who had told Imam Ali (A), and each Imam (A) had told the
next Imam (A), that Allah had said, "Laa Ilaaha Illallah is My fortress, and whoever enters
My fortress saves himself from My punishment." Then Imam (A) went forward a little and
stopped. He then informed them that there were a few conditions to entering the fortress
of Allah, one of which was complete submission to the Imam (A) of the time. This report is
famously known as ‘The Golden Chain’ and has been recorded by many historians.
On his arrival in Marv, Imam (A) was met with respect by the hypocrite
Ma'mun. He admitted that Imam (A) had the right to the Caliphate, and
offered it to him. Imam (A) refused and so Ma'mun insisted that he accept
to become the heir to the throne.
Despite his reluctance, Imam (A) was forced to accept the position, and
Ma'mun made the people pay the oath of allegiance to him.
He also ordered that the royal robes would be green in the future, which was the colour of
the household of the Holy Prophet (S). Ma'mun then ordered that the Dirham coin should
have the name of Imam (A), and issued a royal decree saying that Imam (A) would
succeed him and his title would be ar-Ridha min Aale Muhammad.
Ma'mun had not given this position to Imam (A) due to any love for him, but he had done
it to quieten the threat of the Shia. He had no intention of allowing Imam (A) to become
his successor. When Imam (A) took up his place in the court of Ma'mun, he took the
opportunity to spread the teachings of Islam further. He organised Majalis to remember
the martyrs and sacrifice of Karbala, and explained to the people the moral lessons to be
learnt from that tragedy.

Ma’mun's court was visited by people from all over the world. Imam (A) answered all the
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questions they asked to Ma'mun. They were always satisfied with his answers, used to
say that they had never met a man who argued and explained in the style of Imam (A).
Ma'mun soon felt threatened by the growing popularity of Imam (A) and decided to
ensure his own survival by killing him. He did this by inviting Imam (A) to a meal where he
fed him poisoned grapes.

Imam (A) became very ill as a result and died on 29th Safar 203 A.H. He is buried in
Toos (Mashhad) in Iran.

MORAL BOX
 We should learn to live peacefully and make an effort to deal with difficult
times with patience.
 Communication is a very important tool. Our Imam knew many different
languages which he used to teach Islam to people of different countries.
 _________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 The Imam (A) is known as Imam Zaamin (A) (from the Arabic word meaning security).
When we start a journey, we pray to Allah to keep us safe for the sake of our eighth
Imam (A) and we give money in charity in the name of Imam Zaamin (A)
 Imam (A) took over the great responsibility of Imamat under very difficult times.
Haroon Rashid, the caliph, made life very difficult for the followers of Imam (A). It was
due to the Imam’s (A) efforts that the teachings of the Holy Prophet (S) and the
correct interpretation of the Holy Qur'an became widespread. He knew several
languages and used to answer the questions of his followers in their own language
 When Ma’mun came to power, he changed his approach as he was worried about
the influence of the Imam (A). He claimed he was a Shia, and pressured the Imam
(A) to become his successor to the throne. Obviously, Ma'mun had not done this
due to love for the Imam (A) but to quieten the threat of the Shia.
 When Imam (A) passed Nishapoor, thousands of people had gathered to see him.
Some scholars begged him to stop and address them so that they could hear his
voice. Imam (A) related to them a Hadith which is famously known as ‘The Golden
Chain’.
 Imam (A) used his position to spread the teachings of Islam and organised Majalis in
remembrance of Karbala explaining to the people the moral lessons to be learnt from
that tragedy.
 Ma'mun began to feel threatened by the growing popularity of Imam (A) and decided
kill him. He invited Imam (A) to a meal where he fed him poisoned grapes. Imam (A)
became very ill and died on 29th Safar 203 A.H. He is buried in Toos (Mashhad) in
Iran
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TOPIC 4: IMAM MUHAMMAD AT-TAQI (A)
Name:
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:
Buried:

Muhammad
at-Taqi (One who is Mindful of Allah)
Abu Ja'far
Imam Ali ar-Ridha (A)
Bibi Khaizuran (A)
10th Rajab 195 A.H. in Madina
From 203 A.H. to 220 A.H.
29th Zilqad 220 A.H.
Kadhmain, Iraq.

Imam (A) was brought up under the care of his father for 4 years. When the Abbaside
Caliph Ma'mun forced Imam ar-Ridha (A) to leave Madina for Iran, he knew that he would
never see his young son again. He therefore declared Imam (A) as his successor, so that
the people of Madina would not be in doubt as to who was the next Imam. In 203 A.H. the
cursed Ma'mun poisoned Imam Ali ar-Ridha (A) and thus Imam (A) took over the duties
of Imamat when he was only 8 years old.
In spite of his minor age, he demonstrated the intelligence and wisdom of his forefathers.
He was bold, learned, used to forgive people and was tolerant. He was famous for his
hospitality and courtesy to all and for his help to the poor, orphans and the needy. He
lived a simple life and worked tirelessly to guide people to the right path.
Ma'mun received reports of the brilliance of Imam (A) in debating in matters of Fiqh,
Hadith and Tafsir of the Holy Qur'an. He wanted to confirm these reports for himself so
he had Imam (A) brought to his capital in Baghdad.
Although Ma'mun had shown in many instances his true enmity towards Ahlul Bayt (A)
and their Shia, he welcomed Imam (A) for his own ulterior motives.
He did not doubt that the young man was the Imam of the time despite his age, and he
knew that the Shia would follow the rulings of Imam (A) without hesitation. In order to
protect himself and the future of the Abbaside empire, Ma'mun wanted to marry his
daughter Ummul Fadhl to Imam (A).
The elders of Bani Abbas were very disturbed when they learnt of Ma'mun's intentions. A
group of them came to Ma'mun with a view to dissuade him from this marriage. Ma'mun
rejected their plea, stating that Imam (A) was a true successor to his father and
commanded the same virtues and excellence in spite of his tender years. He further
stated that the best scholars of the Islamic world could not hope to compete with Imam
(A). This gave the elders an opportunity to prove him wrong and they decided to appoint
Yahya bin Aksam, a great scholar and juror of Baghdad, to debate against Imam (A).
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Ma'mun agreed to the contest and organised a large
gathering in his court, in which 900 scholars and learned
men were invited to participate. News of the contest
spread quickly and people wondered how a young child
could contest against the veteran judge who was famous
for his knowledge. When the court was assembled,
Yahya confidently asked Imam (A), "What is your verdict
about a man who indulges in hunting while in the state of
Ehram?"
Imam (A) immediately replied, "Your question is
vague and misleading. Perhaps you could clarify
it by mentioning whether the man hunted within
the precincts of the Holy Ka'ba or outside;
whether he was literate or illiterate; whether he
was a slave or a free man; whether he was
Baaligh or not; whether it was for the first time or
he had done it previously; whether the prey was
a bird or some other creature; whether the prey
was small or big; whether he hunted in the day
or at night; whether the hunter repented for his
action or persisted in it; whether he hunted
secretly or openly and whether the Ihram was for Umrah or Haj. Unless these points are
explained, no specific answer can be given to this question".
Yahya was staggered at listening to these words and the audience was dumbfounded.
He acknowledged the superiority of Imam (A) and humbly requested to be told the
answer. Imam (A) then gave the different verdicts for each of the possibilities listed
above.
Ma'mun was overjoyed at this display of the knowledge of Imam (A) and in the same
gathering; he wedded his daughter Ummul Fadhl to him. After staying in Baghdad for a
year, Imam (A) returned to Madina.
His marriage with Ummul Fadhl was not peaceful and she was a source of constant
difficulty to him. She was also jealous because he married Bibi Summana Khatoon (A),
who later became the mother of the 10th Imam (A).
In Madina Imam (A) once again gave the people true guidance and taught the religion of
Islam freely. People from far and wide would come to Madina to seek knowledge and
truth from him.
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After Ma'mun died Mu'tasim Billah came to the throne. He was a man who hated the
Ahlul Bayt (A) deeply. He knew that it was difficult to act against Imam (A) in his home
city of Madina, so he called him to Baghdad.
In the same year the cursed man got Imam (A) poisoned. Imam (A) passed away when
he was only 25 years old, and is buried beside his grandfather, Imam Musa al-Kadhim
(A), at Kadhmain in the suburb of Baghdad.

MORAL BOX
 We should learn from the Imam (A) to lead simple and humble lives, and try
and help those in need.
 It is important that we take part in learning and also teaching Islam in our
communities.
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 Imam (A) took over the duties of Imamat when he was only 8 years old yet he still
demonstrated the intelligence and wisdom of his forefathers. He lived a simple life and
worked tirelessly to help the poor, orphans and needy and guide people to the right
path.
 Ma'mun heard of the brilliance of Imam (A) in debating in matters of Fiqh, Hadith and
Tafsir of the Holy Qur'an. He had Imam (A) brought to Baghdad and welcomed him
for his own ulterior motives. He knew that the young man was the Imam of the time
despite his age.
 In order to protect himself and the future of the Abbaside empire, Ma'mun wanted his
daughter Ummul Fadhl to marry Imam (A). When the elders of Bani Abbas learnt of
this, they were very disturbed and came to Ma'mun to persuade him. Ma'mun rejected
their plea, saying that Imam (A) was a true successor to his father and the best
scholars could not compete with Imam (A). The elders appointed Yahya bin Aksam, a
great scholar and juror of Baghdad, to debate against Imam (A).
 Yahya asked the Imam (A) a question and was amazed at listening to Imam (A)’s
answer. The audience was dumbfounded. Yahya acknowledged the superiority of
Imam (A). In the same gathering, Ma’mun wedded his daughter Ummul Fadhl to
Imam (A). Imam (A) returned to Madina after a year.
 His marriage with Ummul Fadhl was not peaceful and she was jealous because Imam
(A) married Bibi Summana Khatoon (A), who became the mother of the tenth Imam
(A).
 When Mu'tasim Billah came to the throne he hated the Ahlul Bayt (A) deeply, so he
called Imam (A) to Baghdad and got him poisoned. Imam (A) passed away when he
was only 25 years old and is buried beside his grandfather, Imam Musa al-Kadhim
(A), at Kadhmain in the suburb of Baghdad
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TOPIC 5: IMAM ALI AN-NAQI (A)
Name:
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:
Buried:

Ali
an-Naqi (The Pure) and al-Hadi (The Guide)
Abul Hassan
Imam Muhammad at-Taqi (A)
Bibi Summana Khatoon (A)
15th Zilhaj 212 A.H. in Madina
From 220 A.H. to 254 A.H.
3rd Rajab 254 A.H.
Samarra, Iraq.

Imam (A) was only 8 years old when his father died. Thus, like his father, he also took
over the responsibility of Imamat at a very young age. The Abbaside Caliph Ma'mun
Rashid was succeeded by Mu'tasim, who ruled for 8 years. He was in turn followed by
Wathiq Billah. During the 5 years of the reign of Wathiq, Imam (A)
and the Shia were allowed to live peacefully. After Wathiq, his
brother Mutawakkil came to power.
Mutawakkil was notorious for his free living, immodesty and
intoxication. He was the first Abbaside Caliph to hold and participate
openly in parties where music, drinking, vain talk and all kinds of evil
were practised.
QUESTION BOX
Do we follow our Imam (A) by obeying Allah, or are we the followers of
Satan, by listening to music and doing haraam?
For the first 4 years of his rule, Mutawakkil was occupied in state matters, so he did not
trouble Imam (A). After he was free from his affairs, he turned his attention to the
activities of Imam (A).
At the time, Imam (A) was preaching to the people in Madina, guiding them to the right
path and increasing their faith in Islam. The recognition of his great knowledge and
attributes grew day by day. When Mutawakkil heard about his reputation and popularity,
he was overcome by jealousy and felt that his own power was threatened.
Mutawakkil disguised his hatred for Imam (A) and wrote to him,
respectfully inviting him to come to Samarra to meet him. He
claimed that he believed in the position of Imam (A) and wanted to
settle matters peacefully. Although Imam (A) was well aware of
Mutawakkil's evil intentions, he knew that the consequences of
refusing would be sure death.
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He therefore reluctantly decided to leave Madina, the beloved city of the Holy Prophet
(S). When he arrived in Samarra, Mutawakkil totally ignored him and ordered that he
should be put up in an inn provided by the state for beggars and homeless people.
Mutawakkil now showed his true colours by imprisoning
Imam (A) under the custody of a cruel hearted man by
the name of Zarraqui. This man, however, soon
changed his feelings on witnessing the manners and
behaviour of Imam (A). Thereafter, Mutawakkil
transferred him to the prison of another cruel man called
Sayeed.
Here Imam (A) remained until Fateh bin Khaqan became the prime minister of
Mutawakkil. Fateh was a Shia and could not bear to see the miserable condition of Imam
(A), so he used his influence to secure his release. However, Mutawakkil kept a close
watch on the activities of Imam (A), trying to prove that he was acting against the
government so as to have an excuse to kill him.
Although Mutawakkil was his most deadly enemy, Imam (A) did not
return this enmity. Once Mutawakkil happened to suffer from a serious
sickness and his own doctors declared him incurable. Mutawakkil's
mother approached Imam (A) for help, and he prescribed an ointment
that resulted in a spontaneous cure.
QUESTION BOX
If someone is trying to harm us, do we do the same back to them, or do
we help them when they are in need?

Mutawakkil made it his duty to hunt out and kill all
the descendants of Abu Talib and made life so
terrifying for them that they were scattered far and
wide. He did not content himself with this, but also
showed his disrespect for the dead by demolishing
the grave of Imam Husain (A).
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He prohibited anyone from going to Ziyarat to Karbala. If anyone tried, they were put into
underground prisons, never to be seen again.
Mutawakkil was finally killed by his own son Muntansir, who succeeded him. He was
followed by Mustain Billah and Mu'taz Billah. It was the accursed Mu'taz who decided to
kill Imam (A) because he could not bear to see the devotion of the people to him. A
messenger of Mu'taz came to Imam (A) and managed to poison him. Imam (A) died
within a few hours. The funeral prayers were conducted by his son, Imam Hasan alAskari (A), and he was buried in Samarra. He was only 42 years old at the time. Of the
34 years of Imam (A)’s Imamat, 17 years were spent in freedom of guiding the people,
and the other 17 years were spent in prison.

MORAL BOX
 We should learn from the Akhlaq of Imam (A), seeing which even the cruel
prison guards started to respect Imam (A), and became his followers.
 ‘Do unto others, what you would have them do unto you’, even if others
treat us badly and try to belittle us.
 ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 Imam (A), like his father, took over the duties of Imamat when he was only 8 years
old. Ma'mun Rashid was succeeded by Mu'tasim, who was in turn followed by Wathiq
Billah. During the reign of Wathiq, Imam (A) and the Shia were allowed to live
peacefully.
 When Mutawakkil, came to power, he was the first Abbaside Caliph to hold and
participate openly in parties where music, drinking, vain talk and all kinds of evil were
practised
 For the first 4 years of his rule, Mutawakkil was occupied in state matters, so he did
not trouble Imam (A). When Mutawakkil heard about his reputation and popularity, he
was overcome by jealousy and felt that his own power was threatened. He wrote to
Imam (A), respectfully inviting him to come to Samarra to meet him.
 When he arrived in Samarra, Mutawakkil totally ignored him and ordered that he
should be put up in an inn provided by the state for beggars and homeless people.
Later he imprisoned Imam (A) under the custody of a cruel hearted man. Seeing the
Akhlaq of Imam (A), the prison guards would become followers of Imam (A).
 Imam (A) remained in prison until Fateh bin Khaqan, a Shia, became the prime
minister of Mutawakkil. He used his influence to secure Imam (A)’s release.
 Once Mutawakkil became seriously ill and his own doctors declared him incurable.
Mutawakkil's mother approached Imam (A) for help, and he prescribed an ointment
that resulted in a spontaneous cure.
 Mutawakkil was killed by his own son Muntansir, who succeeded him. He was
followed by Mustain Billah and Mu'taz Billah. The accursed Mu'taz decided to kill
Imam (A) by poisoning him. Imam (A) died within a few hours.
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TOPIC 6: IMAM HASAN AL-ASKARI (A)
Name:
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:
Buried:

Hassan
al-Askari (One who Lives Near the Soldiers)
Abu Muhammad
Imam Ali an-Naqi (A)
Bibi Saleel (A)
10th Rabiul Akhar 232 A.H. in Madina
From 254 A.H. to 260 A.H.
8th Rabiul Awwal 260 A.H.
Samarra, Iraq.

Imam (A) began his period of Imamat during the reign of Mu'taz
Billah. Mu'taz was followed by Mu'tadi and then Mu'tamad.
Although the Abbaside Caliphs were busy with their own political
problems, they all kept a very strict eye on Imam (A), and
restricted his movements. In fact Imam (A) spent the greater part
of his life in the prisons of these cruel rulers.
The Abbaside Caliphs were more worried about the presence of
Imam (A) because they knew that his son would be the awaited "Mahdi". The Hadith of
the Holy Prophet (S) about the Mahdi was well known and the people eagerly waited for
him to come and relieve them from their difficult life under the Abbasides. As a result, the
rulers inflicted all sorts of calamities on Imam (A). In spite of the fact that he had very little
time with the people, he remained ever busy in guiding them to the right path by imparting
his great religious knowledge. He managed to discharge his duties of Imamat with cheer
and perseverance. History shows that the commentators of the Holy Qur'an have often
quoted the interpretation of verses from Imam (A).
QUESTION BOX
How do we prioritise our daily tasks when we only have a little time to do
them in? First TV or first Namaaz?

When Mu'tamad came to power he realised that the way to stop the birth of the Mahdi
was to make sure that Imam (A) had no chance to marry and have a child. Accordingly,
he decided to imprison him for life. Imam (A) passed very difficult times in this prison and
often had to go without food or water. He used to offer his prayers by carrying out
Tayammum with earth.
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One day Mu'tamad decided to torture Imam (A) by
putting him before wild lions. To his surprise and
disappointment the beasts bowed in respect to Imam (A)
and did not harm him at all.
Imam (A) had been in the prison of Mu'tamad in Baghdad
for 2 years when Allah set in to motion a series of events that was to lead to the birth of
the Mahdi, our 12th Imam (A).
At the time, there was a drought in Baghdad and people were
desperately praying for rain. A Christian came to Baghdad and
claimed that he could make it rain by praying in the Christian manner.
As soon as he raised his hands in prayer, it began to rain. The people
became confused and many began to listen to his teachings because
they thought he had miraculous powers.
When news of this reached Mu'tamad, he realised that he had to do something to save
the situation. After all, he was ruling in the name of Islam and he knew that his power
would be threatened if the Muslims began to turn to Christianity.
Not knowing what to do, Mu'tamad at last decided that there was only one person who
could help and that was Imam (A). When Mu'tamad came to him, Imam (A) did not refuse
to help because it was his duty to defend Islam.
QUESTION BOX
Do our daily actions attack Islam, or defend our beautiful religion?
Imam (A) asked Mu'tamad to gather the people and then call the Christian. When the
people had assembled, he invited the Christian to demonstrate his ability. When he
raised his hands to pray, some rain clouds appeared.
Imam (A) stopped him and asked a soldier to go over to the
Christian and bring back what he had in his hands. The
soldier returned with a bone. When the Christian was told to
resume his prayers, nothing happened. Imam (A) explained
to the people that the Christian was using a bone from the
body of a Prophet of Allah. It was a special blessing from
Allah that whenever a bone of one of His Prophets was
raised to the sky, it showered with rain. Imam (A) then told
the people that he himself would pray for rain.
As he raised his hands, rain clouds appeared immediately. The people began to go to
their homes in fear of being drenched, but Imam (A) told them that those clouds were not
for Baghdad. Finally some clouds appeared which he said were meant for Baghdad. He
told the people to go to their homes and then there were heavy rains and the water
shortage in Baghdad came to an end.
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The people were delighted at the actions of Imam (A). Many did not know him because
he had been in the prison for most of his life. When they asked him his address, he
pointed to Mu'tamad and said that he was the king's guest. Mu'tamad was too
embarrassed and scared to admit to the people that Imam (A) was his prisoner, so he
gave them the address of Imam Ali an-Naqi's (A) house in Samarra. The people escorted
Imam (A) to his home and here he lived for a time during which our 12th Imam (A) was
born.
Mu'tamad could not bear hearing about the popularity of Imam (A) and tried many times
to have him killed. At last he sent a poisoned drink to him which caused the martyrdom of
the Imam (A) at the age of 28 years. The funeral prayers were led by our 12th Imam (A)
who was only 5 years old. Imam (A) is buried besides his father in Samarra.

MORAL BOX
 We should learn from the Imam (A) to use our time wisely. Even though he
had very little time with the people, he taught and guided them to the right
path.
 It is our duty to defend our beautiful religion, Islam.
 ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 Imam (A) spent the greater part of his life in the prisons of the cruel Abbaside Caliphs
who were more worried about the presence of Imam (A) because they knew that his
son would be the awaited "Mahdi". So Imam (A) had very little time with the people
yet he always remained busy in guiding them to the right path.
 When Mu'tamad came to power he thought that the way to stop the birth of the Mahdi
was to make sure that Imam (A) had no chance to marry and have a child. So he
decided to imprison him for life. The rulers inflicted all sorts of calamities on Imam (A).
Once Mu'tamad decided to put Imam (A) before wild lions to torture him, but the
beasts bowed in respect to Imam (A) and did not harm him at all.
 Once, there was a drought in Baghdad when a Christian came claiming that he could
make it rain. As soon as he raised his hands in prayer, it began to rain. The people
became confused at seeing his miraculous powers. Mu'tamad realised that his power
would be threatened if the Muslims began to turn to Christianity
 Mu'tamad knew that only Imam (A) could help him. The people were gathered and the
Christian called. When he raised his hands to pray, some rain clouds appeared. Imam
(A) stopped him and showed that the Christian was using a bone from the body of a
Prophet of Allah. Imam (A) himself prayed for the rain to fall. There were heavy rains
and the water shortage in Baghdad came to an end.
 Many had not known Imam (A) because he had been in the prison for most of his life.
The people escorted Imam (A) to his father’s house in Samarra where he lived and
our 12th Imam (A) was born. He became very popular and Mu'tamad could not bear
this. He sent a poisoned drink to him which caused the martyrdom of the Imam (A).
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TOPIC 7: IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-MAHDI (A) - PART 1
The Birth of Imam Mahdi (A)
The name of the mother of Imam Mahdi (A) is Bibi Narjis Khatun (A). Her other names
were Malika, Sausan and Rayhana. She was the grand-daughter of the Roman Emperor
of the time. The history of her arrival into Samarra is narrated by Bashir bin Sulayman as
follows:
"Once Imam Ali an-Naqi (A) called for me and said, "Since you are a descendant of our
helpers and amongst our friends, I wish to assign to you a responsibility as I place full
confidence in you." I asked him to issue his command as I was ready for any service.
He said that he desired to purchase a female slave. He asked me to proceed to Baghdad
for this purpose and upon my arrival to go to the river bank the next morning.
There I would see a number of boats and some female captives for sale. I should
approach one Umar bin Yazid who would have for sale a female who would be dressed
in two silk clothes. She would disapprove of any buyer and would be speaking in the
Roman language. He gave me 120 Dinars and said that the seller would accept only this
price. He also gave me a letter written in the Roman language to hand over to the female
slave.
I proceeded to Baghdad and in accordance with the signs
Imam (A) had given me, I identified the lady and handed the
letter to her. Upon reading the letter tears flowed from her eyes
and she said to her master that she wanted to be sold only to
and that she would accept no other buyer.

me

So I returned to my lodging with the lady who placed the letter on her
eyes and wept profusely. I asked her why she was kissing the letter and
weeping, when she was a visitor from Rome and did not know the
author of the letter.

She said, "I am the grand-daughter of Kaiser, the king of Rome, and my name is Malika.
My father is Prince Yashua and my mother is Shamunussafa. My grandfather had
betrothed me to his nephew. One day he called all the Christian priests, ministers,
leaders and courtiers to the palace. He seated his nephew on a throne studded with
diamonds and asked the priest to perform my marriage with him.
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No sooner had the priest commenced the recitation from the book, when the idols on the
walls collapsed and the prince fell off the throne which had broken into pieces. Another
attempt met with the same result. My grandfather was deeply distressed by this
unexplained occurrence.
The same night Prophet Isa (A) appeared in my dreams. He was present with his
companions at the same marriage ceremony. A high throne had been placed exactly
where the prince's throne had been, and on it was seated an elderly gentleman with a
glowing face. Soon some illuminated personages arrived and Prophet Isa (A) rose to
welcome them.
I asked someone in my dream as to their identity. He informed me that they were the
Prophet of Islam (S) and the 11 Imams (A) from his progeny, who were his successors.
The Prophet of Islam (S) asked Prophet Isa (A) for the hand of Malika, the daughter of
Shamunussafa, for his son, pointing at the shining face of Imam Hassan al-Askari (A).
(This request was made to Prophet Isa (A) as Malika was the descendant of Prophet
Shamoon (A) who was the successor of Prophet Isa (A).)
Prophet Isa (A) invited the views of Prophet Shamoon (A) who instantly consented as he
regarded the request a great honour, and so my marriage was performed with Imam
Hassan Askari (A). My eyes abruptly opened and I was full of joy on recalling the dream.
However, overcome by fear, I did not narrate this to anyone.
Then, in a dream I saw the daughter of the Prophet of Islam (S) and rose in reverence to
her and complained about my condition and my separation from Imam (A). She told me
to recite the Kalima to testify to the Unity of Allah and the Prophethood of Muhammad (S)
and become a Muslim and then only she would ask Imam (A) to visit me daily in my
dream. I became a Muslim and since then, Imam (A) came in my dream and consoled
me.
Once he told me that my grandfather would send an army to attack a Muslim country and
that I should change my dress and join the army as one of the attendants. The Muslims
would win and I would be arrested with the others and taken as a prisoner of war."
Bashir continues, "I was overwhelmed with joy on hearing this narration and brought Bibi
Narjis Khatun (A) to Samarra to Imam Ali an-Naqi (A) who welcomed her and handed her
into the care of his sister Halima Khatun.
Later he arranged for her to marry his son, Imam Hassan al-Askari (A) and prophesied
that they would have a son who would be the Hujjat (Proof) of Allah on earth. When the
earth will have been saturated with oppression, evil and dishonesty, he would emerge to
spread justice and piety."
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QUESTION BOX
Most of the signs of the re-appearance of Imam Mahdi (A) have already
come about, are we ready and prepared to help him?

Imam Mahdi (A) was born in Samarra at dawn on Friday, the 15th of
Sha’baan 255 A.H. in the house of his father. Such brightness shone
on his face that it penetrated through the roof of the house towards
the sky. Immediately upon his birth, he first prostrated in Sajdah and
raised his right index finger towards the sky and recited the Kalima.
This was the practice of all our Imams (A)

During the ceremony of shaving the head of the new-born, Imam
Hassan al-Askari (A) instructed his attorney Uthman bin Said Umri
to distribute meat and loaves of bread to the poor.
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Now you know…
 The mother of Imam Mahdi (A), Bibi Narjis Khatun (A)’s arrival into Samarra was quite
strange. Bashir bin Sulayman has narrated this.
 The 10th Imam (A) asked Bashir to purchase a female slave from Umar bin Yazid. The
female slave would be speaking in the Roman language and he gave Bashir a letter
to hand over to the female slave.
 The lady was bought for 120 Dinars and brought to Samarra to Imam Ali an-Naqi (A)
who welcomed her and handed her into the care of his sister Halima Khatun.
 This lady was none other than Bibi Narjis Khatun (A), the grand-daughter of Kaiser,
the king of Rome. She had seen a dream in which the Holy Prophet (S) had asked for
her hand in marriage to our 11th Imam (A) from Prophet Isa (A).
 Imam Hassan al-Askari (A) was married to Bibi Narjis Khatun (A). Imam Mahdi (A)
was born in Samarra at dawn on Friday, the 15th of Sha’baan 255 A.H. in the house
of his father. Immediately upon his birth, he first prostrated in Sajdah and raised his
right index finger towards the sky and recited the Kalima. This was the practice of all
our Imams (A)

MORAL BOX
 When Allah has decreed for something to happen, it will happen, even if
others try to stop it. Allah is the Best of Planners.
 We should learn from our Imams (A) to be thankful and remember those
who are not as fortunate as us, especially at times of our happiness.
 _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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TOPIC 8: IMAM MUHAMMAD AL- MAHDI (A) - PART 2.
Name:
Title:
Kuniyat:
Father:
Mother:
Birthdate:
Imamat:
Martyrdom:

Muhammad
al-Mahdi (The Guided One)
Abul Qasim
Imam Hassan al-Askari (A)
Bibi Narjis Khatun (A)
15th Sha’baan 255 A.H. in Samarra
From 260 A.H. till today
He is still alive

Imam (A) was born in the time of the Abbaside Caliph Mu'tamad, who had tried to
prevent his birth but had been unsuccessful.
Amongst the titles of Imam (A) are Al-Qayim (the Established one), al-Hujjat (the Proof),
al-Muntazar (the Awaited one), al-Muntazir (the Waiting one) and Sahib uz-Zaman (the
Master of this Age).
Allah granted Imam (A) with wisdom and excellence at birth. Like
the Prophets Isa (A) and Yahya (A), he had the ability to speak in
infancy and used to recite verses of the Holy Qur'an from the
cradle. On the day just following his birth, a servant sneezed near
his cradle. Imam (A) immediately said in the usual Muslim
tradition, "May Allah have mercy on you" but also added,
"Whoever sneezes, his life is assured for at least the next three
days."
During his childhood, his father never used to let him stay in one place in the house. He
used to move him to a different location every so often, so that Mu'tamad would not come
to know of his existence. Imam Hassan al-Askari (A) only let a few trusted companions
into the secret of his son and advised them that he would be his successor.
At the time of the death of Imam Hassan al-Askari (A), his brother Ja'far was preparing to
lead the funeral prayers when Imam (A) suddenly appeared. He was only 5 years old and
most people had never seen him.
QUESTION BOX
Our Imam (A) has been waiting since he became Imam (at 5yrs) to bring
justice in the world. How old is he now & are we still not ready for him?
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Imam (A) told his uncle to move aside because only an Imam (A) could lead the funeral
prayers for another Imam (A). He led the prayers and then disappeared.
Mu'tamad received the news that the prayers had been led by a young boy,
from whose face light shone out like the full moon. He immediately knew
that he had failed in his plan and despite all his efforts, the next Imam (A)
had been born.
This fact frightened him because he knew of the Hadith of the Holy Prophet (S) that the
12th Imam (A) would be the one who would fill the earth with peace and justice in the
same way as it will have been filled with cruelty and injustice. Mu'tamad knew that his
own rule was far from just, so he increased his efforts in locating and killing Imam (A)
before any harm came to himself. In this he was unsuccessful because Allah protected
His Hujjat, who had to serve mankind till the last days.
The Holy Prophet (S) has said that if one dies without knowing the Imam of his time, his
death is that of an unbeliever. We must therefore realise our duties to our Imam (A), who
is still alive and in Ghaybat (Concealment).
QUESTION BOX
What are our duties to our Imam (A)? Do we mean it from our heart when
we call him to come out of his Ghaybat?
There have been two periods of Ghaybat. The first is known as Ghaybate Sughra (Minor
Concealment) which took place from 260 A.H. to 328 A.H. During this time Imam (A)
could not be seen by his followers, but they could communicate with him through his
special deputies. In the period of Ghaybate Sughra, Imam (A) nominated four deputies.
They were:
1.

Uthman bin Said. He was the companion and attorney of the 10th and 11th Imams
(A) also. He was the deputy of Imam (A) for only one and a half years. Imam (A) told
him that he would soon die and to appoint his son Muhammad in his place and inform
the people. His grave in Baghdad is still visited today.

2.

Muhammad bin Uthman. He was extremely pious and served Imam (A) for 50 years.
At the time of his death in 305 A.H., he was instructed to appoint Husain bin Rauh. He
is also buried in Baghdad.

3.

Husain bin Rauh. He was a man of cheerful character who got on well with the
Sunnis also. He was a scholar of a very high standard. He died in 326 A.H.

4.

Ali bin Muhammad Samry. He was the last deputy of Imam (A) and his office lasted
3 years. Just before his death, he received a message from Imam (A) that he would
soon depart from the world and to announce that the period of Ghaybate Sughra
would now end.
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Imam (A) also told him of the two main signs of his
reappearance. The first will be the rising of the army of
Sufiani from Syria. The second will be a loud voice that will
be heard from the sky announcing the presence of Imam
(A). This will be understood by every person on earth,
whatever their language may be.

RESEARCH BOX
 What are the other signs indicating the reappearance of our Imam (A)?

After 68 years the period of Ghaybate Sughra ended and the period of Ghaybate Kubra
(Major Concealment) began. This is the period we are living in today.

MORAL BOX
 We should learn from the Prophet (S) and know the Imam of our time.
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 The Abbaside Caliph Mu'tamad had tried to prevent Imam (A)’s birth but had been
unsuccessful. Imam (A) like the Prophets Isa (A) and Yahya (A), had the ability to
speak in infancy and used to recite verses of the Holy Qur'an from the cradle.


Imam Hassan al-Askari (A) only let a few trusted companions into the secret of his
son and advised them that he would be his successor. At the time of his death, his
brother Ja'far was preparing to lead the funeral prayers when Imam (A) told his uncle
to move aside because only an Imam (A) could lead the funeral prayers for another
Imam (A). He was only 5 years old and most people had never seen him.



When Mu'tamad heard that the prayers had been led by a young boy, he knew that
he had failed in his plan. He increased his efforts in locating and killing Imam (A)
before any harm came to himself. Again he was unsuccessful because Allah
protected His Hujjat, who had to serve mankind till the last days.

 The Holy Prophet (S) has said that if one dies without knowing the Imam of his time,
his death is that of an unbeliever.
 There have been two periods of Ghaybat. The first was Ghaybate Sughra (260 A.H.
to 328 A.H). During that time his followers could not see him, but they could
communicate with him through his special deputies. They were: Uthman bin Said,
Muhammad bin Uthman, Husain bin Rauh, and Ali bin Muhammad Samry.
 After the last deputy of Imam (A), Ghaybate Sughra came to an end and Ghaybate
Kubra (Major Concealment) began. This is the period we are living in today. The two
main signs of Imam (A)’s reappearance are: the rising of the army of Sufiani from
Syria, and a loud voice will be heard from the sky announcing the presence of Imam
(A) and will be understood by every person on earth.
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TOPIC 9: IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-MAHDI (A) - PART 3
The period of Ghaybate Sughra (Minor Concealment) of the Holy Imam (A) ended with
the death of his fourth deputy in the year 328 A.H. During that time he answered the
requests and questions of the Shia through his deputies. Then Allah ordered him into
Ghaybate Kubra (Major Concealment) and since then he has been concealed from us. In
this period there is no public appearance of the Holy Imam (A), nobody can claim to be
his deputy and there is no direct way of communication with him.
In place of the special deputies, pious scholars like our Mujtahids, are regarded as
representatives of the Holy Imam (A). Indeed he has said:
"Those learned in religion are its defenders. They restrain
themselves from temptation and follow their Imam. It is
obligatory upon the faithful to follow them because they are
our representatives. Those who oppose them have opposed us
and those who oppose us have opposed Allah."
Many people wonder what the use of an Imam is who cannot be
seen. But just as the earth benefits from the light and heat of the sun
even when it is temporarily hidden behind a cloud, so does creation
benefit from the Holy Imam (A) even while he is concealed. There
are many examples from history where the Holy Imam (A) has
guided and assisted his followers.
QUESTION BOX
What is the role of a Mujtahid, and which Mujtahid are you and your family
following at the moment?

About a hundred miles from Najaf there was a centre of Shia learning called Hilla where
one of our greatest Mujtahids, Allama Hilli (R) lived. Once, several people asked him
about a ruling regarding a pregnant woman who had died with the child still alive in the
womb. They asked whether she should be buried with the child or should the child be
removed from her womb.
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He advised that the lady be buried in the same condition. When the people were carrying
the coffin to the grave, a horseman arrived saying that the Allama had ordered that the
child be now removed. The living child was then safely cut away from the dead mother,
who was then buried.
A few years later, Allama Hilli (R) was visited by a man with a small child. The man said
that this was the same child who had been removed from his mother after the Allama had
changed his instructions. The Allama was astonished to hear this because he had not
sent any horseman. He immediately realised that it was the Holy Imam (A) who had
come to his aid, otherwise he would have been guilty of burying a living child.
From that day he remained in his home and refused to give any rulings on matters of
religion in case he made such a mistake again. In a few days he received a letter from
the Holy Imam (A) stating that he should not be concerned and continue to guide the
people. If by chance he erred, the Holy Imam (A) would himself correct matters.
Allama Hilli (R) went on to become one of the greatest Mujtahids, and today we are
indebted to him for his valuable contributions in matters of religious jurisprudence.
QUESTION BOX
Our Imam (A) is always there to help us in times of need. What are we
doing to prepare ourselves to help him?

In the time of the British rule in Bahrain, they appointed a Sunni Muslim as governor
despite the fact that the majority of the population was Shia. There was also a particular
Sunni minister who was an enemy of the Shia.
One day he brought a pomegranate to the governor. On the pomegranate, the names of
Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Imam Ali (A) were found, together with the inscription that
these were the four Rightful Caliphs of the Muslims. The minister claimed that this was a
natural miracle and a sign from Allah that the Shia belief was incorrect. He urged that
now the Shia should not be regarded as Muslims and be asked to become "true" Sunnis
or be killed or made to pay the taxes of non-Muslims.
The governor was delighted at this occurrence and summoned the Shia scholars and put
the three alternatives to them. The Shia were amazed when they saw the fruit and asked
for three days to return with their reply. This time was granted to them and they went
away wondering what to do. Finally, they decided to seek help from the Imam (A).
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Three pious scholars were selected and each one was to go out of the city into the forest
and pray for the assistance of the Holy Imam (A). On the first two nights the first two
scholars spent the whole night in prayers and supplications, but with no success. On the
third night, the third scholar saw an impressive personality approach him at dawn.
The man asked him what the problem was. He replied that if
he was truly his Imam then he would surely know the
problem. The Holy Imam (A) then replied that he was aware
of the difficulty and not to worry. He told the scholar to go
with the governor to the minister's house the next day, and
insist on going to the top terrace. There he would find two
moulds with the false inscription printed on them. These
moulds had been fitted into the growing fruit so that, as it
became larger, the words were embedded in it. He further
told him to ask the minister to break open the fruit and
witness the power of Allah.
The next morning matters proceeded as the Holy Imam (A) had ordered. When the
minister was told to take everybody on to the top terrace he went pale and began to
make excuses. At the governor's insistence, he reluctantly led them to the place, where
they found the articles as described by the Holy Imam (A).
Eventually the governor asked the minister to break open the fruit. When he did so, black
dust flew from it and smeared his eyes and beard. The minister was executed for his
treachery while the Shia scholars left with honour and dignity.
These and numerous other events show that the Holy Imam (A) does come to our aid
many times without us even being aware that it is he who has helped us out of a
particular difficulty.
MORAL BOX
 Even though we may not be able to see our Imam (A), he is always there to
help.
 We need to prepare ourselves, so that we may be ready when he calls us
to him.
 ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 The period of Ghaybate Kubra (Major Concealment) began in the year 328 A.H.
Since then, Imam (A) has been concealed from us. Nobody can claim to be his
deputy and there is no direct way of communication with him. In place of the special
deputies, our Mujtahids are regarded as representatives of the Holy Imam (A)
 We all benefit from the Holy Imam (A) while he is concealed, just as the earth benefits
from the light and heat of the sun even when it is temporarily hidden behind a cloud.
Following are examples where Imam (A) has guided his followers.
 Once Allama Hilli (R) advised that a pregnant lady be buried in the same condition. As
the people were about to bury her, a horseman came saying that the Allama had
ordered that the child be now removed. This was done. A few years later, Allama was
visited by the same child who had been removed from his mother. The Allama
immediately realised that it was the Holy Imam (A) who had come to his aid,
otherwise he would have been guilty of burying a living child
 One day a Sunni minister who was an enemy of the Shia brought a pomegranate to
the governor with the names of Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Imam Ali (A) on it. The
minister claimed that this was a sign from Allah that the Shia belief was incorrect and
that the Shia should not be regarded as Muslims. Again, our Imam (A) came to help,
and told the Shia scholars of the minister’s tricks. When the governor found out about
the minister’s treachery, he was executed, while the Shia scholars left with honour
and dignity.
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TOPIC 10: IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-MAHDI (A) - PART 4
Our Duties During the Period of Ghaybate Kubra
Although the Holy Imam (A) is concealed from us, he is aware of our prayers, deeds,
actions and troubles. Any believer who sincerely seeks help from him receives his
assistance. During the period of his concealment we are required to perform certain
actions to show our true belief in his presence.
QUESTION BOX
Our Imam (A) is aware of our deeds. Are our deeds pleasing or upsetting
for him to see?
It is the duty of every believer to remember the Holy Imam (A) often, and to recite various
du'as for his safety and well-being, such as Du'a-e- Ahad after every morning prayers,
Du'a-e- Nudba on Fridays and Ziyarat after every daily prayer. At the same time, we
should constantly ask Allah to hasten the re-appearance of the
Holy Imam (A) so that he may improve the affairs of the
Muslims and fill the world with peace.
While waiting for the Holy Imam (A) to reappear, we should
ensure that the religion of Islam is spread far and wide and that
the faith of the believers remains strong. We should open and
run religious schools and publish religious books and
information.
Whenever the name of the Holy Imam (A) is mentioned, one should stand up and put his
right hand on his head as a mark of respect. Just as we give charity (Sadqa) for the
protection of our family, we should also give charity in the name of the Holy Imam (A) for
his safety. To show the Holy Imam (A) that we are his sincere followers, we should
frequently recite the Holy Qur'an and perform Haj and Ziyarat on his behalf. We should
constantly remember him and send Salawat on him.
There are many ways to approach the Holy Imam (A) for his help.
In times of difficulty, we can write a petition (Arizah) to him stating
our needs, and deposit it into a well or river. This can be done at
any time (not necessarily the 15th of Shabaan), and provided the
person practises Islam, prays, fasts and restrains himself from
committing sin, the Holy Imam (A) does come to his aid.

Tareekh

Page 9.38

www.madressa.net

If there is fear of harm from anybody, one can seek the help of the Holy Imam (A) by
praying two raka'at Namaaz, followed by a brief Ziyarat, and then reciting:

"Ya Mawlaya, Ya Sahibuz Zamaan, ana Mustageethun
Bika. Ya Mawlaya,
Ikfini Sharra Man Yu'dhini."
("O my Master! O Master of this Age, I need your help. O my Master!
Protect me from the one who wishes to do me harm.")
One way to meet the Holy Imam (A) directly is to spend 40 Tuesday nights in the mosque
of Sahla in Kufa, after which the Holy Imam (A) will approach you himself, Inshaallah.
It is important to constantly remember our Holy Imam (A) and make preparations for his
appearance. Those who do this are undoubtedly blessed with faith from Allah.
The Holy Prophet (S) once told his companions:
"During the last days there will be believers whose faith will each be greater
than 25 of you."
When his companions protested saying that they were his supporters and had risked
their lives in the Holy Wars, he continued, saying:
"Although these Muslims will have never seen me or their Imam, they will remain
true to their faith despite being surrounded by calamities and hostilities caused by
their enemies."

QUESTION BOX
Would we consider ourselves as being one of the believers the Holy
Prophet (S) has described in the above tradition?
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The Signs Indicating the Reappearance of the Holy Imam (A)
Imam Ali (A) has said that there are some definite signs before the Holy Imam (A) will
appear. These are:

1. Dajaal will emerge. He is a wicked, one-eyed creature who will invite the
people to worship him, claiming to be God.
2. There will be two eclipses in the Holy month of Ramadhan,
contrary to normal calculations. There will be a solar eclipse on
the 15th day and a lunar eclipse on the last day.
3. The sun will rise from the west.
4. An image of a man will appear in the sky opposite the sun.
5. A loud voice will be heard from the sky announcing that the Mahdi has come
and inviting the people to pay allegiance to him. This voice will be heard and
understood by every human being.
6. Sufiani will rise with his army and will wage a fierce war in his attempt to
destroy the Holy Imam (A). His army will be swallowed up by the earth
between Makka and Madina.

There are many other signs that have been foretold, and some of them can be seen
today. However, it is only when the specific events as listed above occur, that one can be
sure that the Holy Imam (A) has truly reappeared.
The Holy Imam (A) will first emerge in Makka next to the Holy Ka`ba.
At his invitation, 313 Muslims will proceed to Makka to swear the oath
of allegiance to him. Thereafter, more Muslims will follow. Let us pray
that when the time comes, we are blessed with the opportunity of
being of service to our Holy Imam (A).
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Now you know…
 Imam (A) is aware of our prayers, deeds, actions and troubles. Any believer who
sincerely seeks help from him receives his assistance. It is the duty of every believer
to remember the Holy Imam (A) and pray for his safety and well-being, and give
charity in his name.
 One can write a petition (Arizah) to Imam (A) stating their needs, and deposit it into a
well or river at any time. Provided the person practises Islam, prays, fasts and
restrains himself from committing sin, the Imam (A) will come to his aid.
 It is important to constantly remember our Holy Imam (A) and make preparations for
his appearance.
 There are some definite signs before the Holy Imam (A) will appear. Some of these
are: Dajaal will emerge, there will be two eclipses in the Holy month of Ramadhan, the
sun will rise from the west, an image of a man will appear in the sky opposite the sun,
a loud voice will be heard from the sky announcing that the Mahdi has come, and
Sufiani will rise with his army and will wage a fierce war in his attempt to destroy the
Holy Imam (A).
 The Imam (A) will appear in Makka near the Holy Ka`aba. 313 Muslims will go to
Makka to swear the oath of allegiance to him. Later, more Muslims will follow.

MORAL BOX
 We should constantly ask Allah to hasten the re-appearance of the Holy Imam
(A).
 Our actions should be such that when the Imam (A) sees them, he is
pleased with them and not upset by them.
 ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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TOPIC 11: PROPHET MUSA (A) - PART 1
During the reign of Prophet Yusuf (A), he invited his father Prophet Ya'qub (A) and his
family to come to live in Egypt. The family settled there and in time grew to a large
number and they were called the Bani Israa'il.
After several centuries, a man called Fir'aun came to power in Egypt. He was
alarmed to see that the Bani Israa'il had become so many that they might pose a threat to
the future security of the state. From that time onwards he made life for the Bani Israa'il
difficult. Matters became particularly bad for them when a royal astrologer informed
Fir'aun that a boy from the Bani Israa'il would soon be born and at whose hands Fir'aun's
kingdom would be destroyed. On hearing this, the cruel king ordered that every male
child born to the Bani Israa'il should be killed.
However, Allah had decided that Prophet Musa
(A) was to be born in such a dangerous
environment and He arranged affairs to ensure
the safety of His messenger. When Prophet
Musa (A) was born, his mother hid him to protect
him from the king's soldiers. There was a great
danger that the child would be discovered at any
moment. At this time, Allah inspired her to put
her baby in a water proof box and cast him
into the waters of the Nile. She did this, and
then sent her daughter to follow the little "boat"
and see where it went.
The box floated towards the palace of Fir'aun, where
his men fished it out and brought the baby to him. He
wanted to kill it immediately, suspecting that it might
be a child of the Bani Israa'il, but his wife Aasiya, who
was a pious woman, stopped him. They were
childless, so she asked him to adopt the child.
Fir'aun agreed to his wife's request and then
summoned some women to breastfeed the crying
child. However, the baby refused milk from all the
women who came to feed him. In the meantime the
sister came forward and offered to introduce a
woman who she was certain the child would accept.
Fir'aun asked for the woman to be summoned, and
the girl brought her mother to the palace. The child immediately went to its real
mother and thus Allah reunited mother and child in the very palace of Fir'aun.
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As the years passed, Prophet Musa (A) grew up strong and healthy. He had the
knowledge, wisdom and manners that Allah grants all His Prophets. Prophet Musa (A)
resolved to end the oppression of all people under Fir'aun and he began by trying to help
his own people, the Bani Israa'il. They realised that Allah had answered their prayers
and their saviour would one day free them from the tyranny of Fir'aun.
Once Prophet Musa (A) saw two men fighting. One was from Bani Israa'il, and shouted
for help. Prophet Musa (A) came to his rescue and struck the other man a single blow
and unwittingly killed him. Later, he learned that his action had been seen by one of
Fir'aun's men and he wondered whether to leave the city. A warning from a friend that he
was being hunted strengthened his resolve and he left the city secretly.
Prophet Musa (A) walked for a long time without a fixed destination and finally reached
Madyan. Here, he rested next to a well and saw that the shepherds had gathered to
water their sheep. Two maidens were standing away from the crowd of men, waiting their
turn.
Prophet Musa (A) went forward to help them draw the water. The maidens then departed,
their work finished. However, one of them returned, informing Prophet Musa (A) that her
father wished to thank him personally for his help, and wanted to compensate him for his
trouble. He went with her to her house and discovered that her father was Prophet
Shuaib (A).
Prophet Musa (A) narrated the account of his trouble in Egypt and Prophet Shuaib (A)
assured him that he was safe in Madyan. He then offered him a job as a shepherd on the
recommendation of his daughter, Safura. He said that he would allow Prophet Musa (A)
to marry Safura as long as he worked for him for 8 years. If he wished to work for longer,
it would be his decision.
Prophet Musa (A) thus married Safura and worked for her father for 10 years. At the end
of this time, he left for Egypt with his wife and a few sheep that he had received as a gift.
It was severe winter time and Prophet Musa (A) lost his way in the night.
Suddenly he saw a fire in the distance. He asked his
wife to remain where she was and headed for the fire,
thinking to bring some of it back to give them relief from
the bitter cold.
When he reached Mount Sinai he saw that the
flames were coming from a green tree but there
was no one present. While Prophet Musa (A)
looked around in surprise, he suddenly heard a
voice saying, "O Musa, I am your Lord! Take off
your shoes for you have stepped on to the sacred
valley of Tuwa."
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As Prophet Musa (A) obeyed, he heard the voice ask him to throw his staff onto the
ground. At once it changed into a serpent, scaring him. He was then commanded to lift
the snake without fear and as he did so, it changed back into a stick.
Next he was commanded to put his hand
under his armpit. When he drew it out again,
his hand glowed with a dazzling light, brilliant
like the sun. The Divine voice said to him, "O
Musa! These are the two great Signs of your
Lord. Go back to Fir'aun and his people and
invite them towards your Lord!"
Prophet Musa (A) requested that his brother,
Prophet Haroon (A) accompany him in his
mission because he spoke with a fluent voice. This request was granted and thus
Prophet Musa (A) came back to Egypt.
Now you now…….
The Time Line on Prophet Musa (A) – Part 1
The Bani Israa’il, Firaun and the astrological prediction.
a. Prophet Yusuf invited his Family to come and live in Egypt and in time
they grew to a large clan called the Bani Israa’il.
b. After several centuries Firaun came to power and he saw the Bani Israail
as a threat and tortured them.
c. Things were made worst when a royal astrologer told Firaun that a baby
boy born to the Bani Israa’il would grow to destroy Firaun’s kingdom.

The killing of the male child and Prophet Musa’s box
a. When Firaun learnt about the threat he ordered that every male child
born to the Bani Israa'il should be killed.
b. Allah had decided that Prophet Musa (A) was to
be born at this time and ensured that He remained safe.
c. Allah commanded Prophet Musa’s mother to put her baby in a water
proof box and cast him into the waters of the Nile.
d. She did this, and then sent her daughter to follow the little "boat"
and see where it went.
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Bibi Aasiya and reuniting mother and child
a. The box floated towards Firaun’s palace.
b. Bibi Asiya, Firaun’s wife was a pious woman and pleaded to her
Husband to keep the Baby as they were childless. Firaun agreed.
c. However the Baby would not accept milk from anyone and Prophet
Musa’s sister who was watching everything suggested her Mother would
breastfeed.
d. In this way the Mother and child were reunited.

The youth of Prophet Musa (A), the killing of a man.
a. Prophet Musa grew strong and healthy and was gifted like all the other
prophets.
b. He began helping the Bani Israa’il and they realised their saviour had
come.
c. Once an Egyptian man was fighting with a Bani Israa’il and Prophet
Musa went to help him and unintentionally killed the Egyptian.
d. He found out he was being hunted by Firaun and so he escaped from
Egypt and went to Madyan.

Madyan
a. When he reached Madyan he saw to Maidens waiting to fill water at a
well. He went forward to help them. Their Father, Prophet Shuaib
wanted to thank him and invited Prophet Musa to his house.
b. Prophet Musa related his troubles in Egypt.
c. Prophet Shuaib offered him a job as a Sheppard and told him to marry
his daughter, Safura.

Mount Sinai
a. After 10 yrs Prophet Musa made his way back to Egypt with his family.
b. When he got to the foot of Mt. Sinai he saw flames coming from a green
Tree and the Lord spoke to him.
c. He was asked to throw his staff down and it turned into a serpent and
when he drew his hand out of his armpit it was glowing with light.
d. He went back to Egypt with the miracles to invite Firaun and his people
towards Islam.
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TOPIC 12: PROPHET MUSA (A) - PART 2
When Prophet Musa (A) returned to Egypt from Madyan he first went to meet his mother,
brother and sister. He informed his brother Prophet Haroon (A) that their mission had
begun and they prepared themselves to go to the court of Fir'aun.
Prophet Musa (A) told Fir'aun that he was a Messenger of Allah and that he had brought
clear proofs that he was speaking the truth. Fir'aun rejected this claim and then reminded
Prophet Musa (A) of the favours that he bestowed on him in his infancy. He also accused
him of having run away after committing a murder.
Prophet Musa (A) argued that he had only been raised away from his own tribe because
his mother had been forced to abandon him in fear of his life. He also stated that he had
not intentionally killed any man and then reminded Fir'aun of the message he had
brought from Allah. Their conversation is recorded in the Holy Qur'an as follows:
[He (Fir'aun) said, "If you will take a lord besides me, I will most certainly
imprison you". He (Musa) said, "What! Even if I bring to you something
manifest?” He said, "Bring it then if you are one of the truthful ones". So he
cast down his staff and lo! It suddenly became an obvious serpent. And he
drew forth his hand, and lo! It appeared white to the onlookers. Shuara, 26:
29 - 33]
These miracles frightened Fir'aun and he turned to his ministers for
advice. They assured him that Prophet Musa (A) and Prophet
Haroon (A) were great magicians and that their own magicians could
easily perform such tricks. Fir'aun called all the great magicians and
tricksters in the land to his court. When they were told what had to
be done, they were not worried. They threw pieces of rope on the
ground and these cords began to wriggle like snakes. But when
Prophet Musa (A) cast his staff down his serpent ate all the
pieces of rope. The magicians immediately realised that they
were witnessing a miracle.
They were experts in trickery but they knew that Prophet Musa (A) was not
demonstrating a trick and immediately threw themselves in prostration saying,
"We believe in the faith of Musa".
Their actions enraged Fir'aun who warned, "You have surrendered without my
permission while he is only a greater magician than you. If you do not repent I will cut off
your feet and hands and then crucify you". However, they were not afraid of the threats
and were willing to die for their faith. In the end Fir'aun carried out his cruel threat.
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Fir'aun realised that Prophet Musa (A) posed a threat to his authority and decided to kill
him. However, from his own court one of his advisers warned him against this action,
saying, "If you think that Musa has made a false claim it will not harm you but himself. But
if he speaks the truth, his Lord's Wrath will befall you".
This advice did not please Fir'aun and he increased his oppression of the Bani Israa'il and
tried to intimidate Prophet Musa (A) and his followers.
In the meantime, Allah commanded Prophet Musa (A)
to warn Fir'aun that Divine punishment would descend
on him and his people if they continued in their ways.
Fir'aun was under the spell of his own power and did
not heed this warning.
Soon the country was hit by famine. Swarms of
locusts ate away the crops. The river Nile flooded
its banks causing great destruction. The people were afflicted with lice and
tumours.
When these calamities befell the people they rushed to Prophet Musa (A) asking him to
pray for their relief and promised to embrace his religion. But when they were cured and
the situation improved, they returned to their idol worship.
Finally the grace period that Allah had granted Fir'aun and his people came to an end.
The Holy Qur'an says:
[We commanded Musa, "Journey by night with Our creatures, and strike a
dry path for them through the sea. Do not fear being overtaken by Fir'aun
nor have dread of any thing". Fir'aun followed them with his army, but the
sea overpowered and engulfed them. Fir'aun had led his people astray and
did not rightly guide them.
Ta Ha, 20: 77 - 79]
Prophet Musa (A) gathered the people of Bani
Israa'il and departed with them for Palestine.
Fir'aun learnt of their escape and followed
them with a huge army. When the Bani Israa'il
reached the Red Sea they saw Fir'aun
approaching and were sure they were going to
be killed. However, Prophet Musa (A) struck
the waters of the sea with his staff and the waters parted, making a dry path. The people
rushed through and crossed safely. When Fir'aun saw the path he entered the sea at the
head of his army. But while he was in the middle of the sea the waters suddenly closed
around him and his men.
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In the final moments of his life Fir'aun recognised the Power and Greatness of
Allah and he desperately offered his repentance saying. "I solemnly declare that
there is no god but the Lord of Musa, and I am one of the believers". However, it
was too little too late because once the Curse of Allah takes its course it is futile to
ask for forgiveness.
Fir'aun and his people drowned under the deep sea and Allah caused their dead bodies
to be thrown onto the shore. The preserved body of Fir'aun can be seen in the Cairo
museum even today, a lasting lesson for mankind.
Now you now…….

The Time Line on Prophet Musa (A) – Part 2

Prophet Musa (A) back in Egypt and Firaun’s court
a. Upon arrival in Egypt Prophet Musa went to visit his Family then went
to Firaun’s court with his Brother Haroon.
b. He told Firaun that he was a messenger and he had brought proof.
c. Firaun rejected him and reminded him about who raised him and the
murder he committed.

The miracles of Prophet Musa and his warning
a. Prophet Musa told Firaun he had two miracles and he showed them.
b. Firaun tried to contest it by calling his Magicians to perform magic
with ropes as snakes.
c. Prophet Musa’s serpent ate the other snakes.
d. As a result the Magicians submitted to Islam.
e. Prophet Musa warned Firaun that if he continued his ways, divine
punishment would descend on him.

The punishment of Allah
a. As firaun did not listen , Allah sent down his punishment.
b. Soon the country was hit by famine. Swarms of locusts ate away the
crops. The river Nile flooded its banks causing great destruction. The
people were afflicted with lice and tumors.
c. The people asked for grace and that they would submit to Islam. But
when they were given grace they turned back to their old ways.
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The escape of the Bani Israa’il
a. By the will of Allah Prophet Musa (A) gathered the people of Bani
Israa'il and departed with them for Palestine.
b. Fir'aun learnt of their escape and followed them with a huge army.
c. When the Bani Israa'il reached the Red Sea they saw Fir'aun
approaching and were sure they were going to be killed. However,
Prophet Musa (A) struck the waters of the sea with his staff and the
waters parted, making a dry path. The people rushed through and
crossed safely.

Death of Firaun
a. When Fir'aun saw the path he entered the sea at the head of his
army. But while he was in the middle of the sea the waters suddenly
closed around him and his men.
b. When he was dying he realized his mistakes and declared
submission.
c. But by that time it was too late because the curse of Allah had
befallen and it was useless to ask for forgiveness.
d. The preserved body of Fir'aun and his people can be seen in the
Cairo Museum even today, a lasting lesson for mankind.
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TOPIC 13: PROPHET MUSA (A) - PART 3
The people of Bani Israa'il had been rescued from Fir'aun by Prophet Musa (A) and now
they followed him to their promised homeland in Palestine. When they had come some
way from Egypt, they came to a place where the people worshipped idols. This reminded
them of their days in Egypt and they asked Prophet Musa (A) if they could also have one
idol for themselves.
How soon had the Bani Israa'il forgotten Allah and His favours! They had seen the
tragic end of Fir'aun and yet had not learnt from it. Prophet Musa (A) addressed them
harshly, reminding them about their covenant with Allah. The people were ashamed of
their conduct and promised that they would not make the mistake again.
Prophet Musa (A) had promised the Bani Israa'il that once they left Egypt he would bring
to them a Divine Book for their guidance. Now that Fir'aun was dead, Prophet Musa (A)
prayed to Allah for that Book. Allah commanded him to come to Mount Sinai and pass
thirty nights there. The Holy Qur'an says:
[We made an appointment of thirty nights with Musa to which we added ten
more, so the term set by the Lord was completed in forty nights. Musa said
to Haroon, his brother, "Deputise for me among my people. Act rightly and
do not follow the path of the mischief-makers". A'raaf, 7: 142]
When Prophet Musa (A) returned to his people he had
with him the Tawrat, with the Divine revelations inscribed on
tablets of stone. However, a strange
sight greeted him. In his absence, a
man called Samiri had made a
golden calf by collecting gold from
the people of Bani Israa'il. Then he
had sprinkled into its mouth some dust that he had collected
from under the feet of the angel Jibraeel (A), who he had seen
on the day that Fir'aun was drowned. After the addition of the
dust, the calf used to make a sound and the people began to
worship it.
The sight of his people worshipping a calf enraged Prophet Musa (A). He put the Tablets
on the ground and furiously caught hold of his brother Prophet Haroon (A) and
demanded, "Why did you let the people of Bani Israa'il go astray and why did you
not prevent them from this ignoble act?" Prophet Haroon (A) explained that the
people had ignored his guidance and he had not wanted to use force and cause division
amongst them.
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Gradually Prophet Musa's (A) anger subsided and he addressed the Bani Israa’il saying,
"O people! Do you not know that Allah promised you that if you remained
steadfast in your faith He would bestow upon you happiness and prosperity? Do
you wish to incur Allah's displeasure?"
The people blamed Samiri for misguiding them and repented of their actions. Prophet
Musa (A) urged them to devote themselves to the obedience of Allah and sincerely ask
for His forgiveness. He then got the golden calf melted and threw every trace of it in the
sea. Meanwhile, Samiri was seized with an illness that made him unable to bear the
company of people. He passed the rest of his life living in the woods like a wild animal.
After a long journey, the Bani Israa'il finally came near the Holy Land of Baytul Muqaddas
in Palestine. The Holy Qur'an says:
[When Musa told his people, "Recall Allah's favours to you. He made
Messengers and kings out of your own people and gave you what He had
not given others. Enter the Sacred Promised Land. Do not return to disbelief
lest you become losers". They said, "Musa, a strong race of people is living
there. We shall never go there unless they leave the land first. Ma'idah, 5:
20 - 22]
The many years spent under Fir'aun's oppression had robbed the people of Bani Israa'il
of their self-respect and courage. They were frightened to approach Palestine and face
the forces of the local people. Despite Prophet Musa's (A) attempts to persuade them,
they refused to move into Palestine. Instead, they said to him, "You and your Lord
should go there and not we. We will stay away while you fight with the rulers and
the people of Palestine. After the land is cleared of people, we will walk onto it".
Prophet Musa (A) could not convince his people and gave it up, praying to Allah for a
solution. As a result of their disobedience, Allah condemned the Bani Israa'il so that for
forty years they remained in the wilderness, wandering without a homeland in the woods
and deserts.
During these forty years a new generation of stronger and more courageous people
replaced the older demoralised one. Prophet Musa (A) and Prophet Haroon (A) passed
away, but Yusha' bin Nun, a successor of Prophet Musa (A), led the Bani Israa'il and
finally conquered Palestine. However, the faith of most of them was weak and time and
time again they disobeyed Allah's commands. As a result Allah has cursed them in the
Holy Qur'an as follows:
[... And they drew on themselves the Wrath from Allah, because they used to
reject the signs of Allah and kill His Apostles unjustly; because they
disobeyed and transgressed.
Baqarah, 2: 61 (Part)]
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Now you now…….
The Time Line on Prophet Musa (A) – Part 3
Revisiting Mount Sinai and the Divine Book.
a. Prophet Musa had promised the Bani Israa’il he would bring
them a divine book.
b. Allah commanded him to go to Mt. Sinai for thirty nights.
c. When he returned after 40 nights he brought the Tawrat with
him, the divine revelations inscribed on stone.
The golden calf
a. A man called samiri had collected gold and made a golden
calf.
b. He then sprinkled on to its mouth dust that was collected from
under the feet of Jibraeel at the time of Firaun’s death.
c. The Calf began to talk so the people worshipped it.
d. Prophet Musa on his return grew very angry.
e. The people asked for forgiveness and blamed Samiri for
misguidance.
Hesitation to enter Palestine and the Condemnation
a. After a long journey, the Bani Israa'il finally came near the
Holy Land of Baytul Muqaddas in Palestine.
b. The years spent under Fir'aun's oppression had robbed the
people of Bani Israa'il of their self-respect and courage and
were frightened to approach Palestine and face the forces of
the local people.
c. Prophet Musa (A) could not convince them and prayed to Allah
for a solution.
d. As a result Allah condemned the Bani Israa'il so that for forty
years they remained in the wilderness.

Conquering Palestine.
a. During these forty years a new generation of stronger and
more courageous people replaced the older demoralised one.
b. Prophet Musa (A) and Prophet Haroon (A) passed away, but
Yusha' bin Nun, a successor of Prophet Musa (A), led the
Bani Israa'il and finally conquered Palestine.
c. However, the faith of most of them was weak and time and
time again they disobeyed Allah's commands. As a result
Allah has cursed them.
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TOPIC 14: PROPHET ZAKARIYA (A) AND PROPHET YAHYA (A)
Prophet Zakariya (A) was sent to the people of Bani Israa'il.
He was a descendent of Prophet Ya'qub (A). He was well
liked and respected by his people because of his cheerful
manner. He was in charge of the mosque of Baytul Muqaddas
in Jerusalem, and preached the religion of Allah from there.
He guided the people according to the rules
laid down in the Tawrat of Prophet Musa (A),
who had been the last Rasool (a Prophet who has been given a Book)
before him.
Prophet Zakariya (A) had also been entrusted to look after Bibi Maryam
(A), the mother of Prophet Isa (A). He had provided her with a special
chamber in Baytul Muqaddas. Although Bibi Maryam (A) remained in the chamber, busy
worshipping Allah, Prophet Zakariya (A) found that she always had fresh fruit in her room.
Because he knew that she had no contact with any person, he wondered where the food
came from. Bibi Maryam (A) informed him that Allah sent her the fruits every morning and
evening, and it was a sign of His Grace. Prophet Zakariya (A) realised that he was the
guardian of a very special lady whom Allah had specially chosen for a great honour.
RESEARCH BOX
 Why was Bibi Maryam living in a chamber in Baytul Muqaddas?
Prophet Zakariya (A) had reached the age of 90 years and despite his cheerful and
relaxed nature, he was sad that he had no son to succeed him. After hearing Bibi
Maryam (A) he pondered on the limitless blessings that Allah bestows on His servants
and wondered if he could be blessed with a son despite his old age. The same night he
went to pray under the Arch of Sanctuary in Baytul Muqaddas, which was the special
place of prayer to Allah. His prayers have been recorded in the Holy Qur'an as follows:
(This is) a mention of the mercy of your Lord to His servant Zakariya. When
he quietly called his Lord and said, "My Lord! My bones have become
feeble, and my hair has turned white with age. Yet I have never been
deprived in receiving from you the answer to my prayers. I am afraid of what
my kinsmen will do after (my death) and my wife is barren. Lord, grant me a
son who will be my heir and the heir of the family of Ya'qub, and make him,
O my Lord, one with whom You are well pleased."
Maryam, 19: 2 - 6
..."Lord grant me by Your Grace, virtuous offspring, You hear all my
prayers." When he was standing during prayer in the sanctuary, the angels
called him saying, "Allah gives you the glad news of the birth of your son,
Yahya, who will be testimony of the Word of Allah. (He will be) honourable
and chaste and one of the righteous Prophets."
Aale Imran, 3 : 37,38
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The prayers of Prophet Zakariya (A) were answered and he was blessed with a
handsome and virtuous son, Yahya (A). Allah bestowed this child with wisdom and
knowledge in his infancy and appointed him His Prophet and Messenger.
From his childhood, Prophet Yahya (A) worshipped and glorified Allah. Among his
qualities mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, is the fact that he was always kind to his parents
and never spoke to them harshly. Prophet Yahya (A) is mentioned in the Bible as John
the Baptist.
Prophet Yahya (A) was well versed in the Divine commandments as laid down in the
Tawrat. He used to teach people the religious principles and urged them to stay away
from sin. He was particularly serious in discharging his duties as a Prophet and would not
hesitate to speak out if he thought that a wrong action was being committed.
One day, Prophet Yahya (A) found out that the Emperor of Palestine, Herodotus, wanted
to marry his niece, Herodya. He was extremely annoyed, because this sort of marriage
was against the religion and had been forbidden in the Tawrat. His views that this
marriage should not occur began to spread around the country, and people began to
gossip about the king's unlawful relationship with his niece.
Herodya wanted to marry the king without delay because she dearly desired to become
Queen of Palestine. When she heard of Prophet Yahya's (A) objection to the marriage,
she became his deadly enemy.
Once when the king was indulging in wine and music, she appeared in front of him in a
shameless manner. The king became more infatuated with her than ever, and promised
to give her anything she desired. She demanded that Prophet Yahya (A) be killed as
soon as possible. The king, who had lost all control of his senses in his love for his niece,
issued the order for murdering Prophet Yahya (A).
Soon afterwards, the king's courtiers brought Prophet Yahya (A) before the king
and brutally murdered him. However, wherever the sacred blood of this noble
Prophet of Allah fell, it began to boil. It was suppressed by heaps of sand, but it
continued to boil. Finally, a sandhill was erected over it, but the blood still kept on
flowing.
This miracle only stopped when Bakhtun Nasr invaded Palestine and avenged the
innocent blood of Prophet Yahya (A) by putting 17,000 people of Bani Israa'il to death on
that sandhill.
In his short life Prophet Yahya (A) left behind valuable lessons in Akhlaq for us to follow.
QUESTION BOX
What are the similarities between the circumstances of death of Imam Husain
(A) and Prophet Yahya (A)
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Now you know…
 Prophet Zakariya (A) was a descendant of Prophet Ya’qub (A) and was sent to the
Bani Israa’il.
 He was well liked by his people and was in charge of Baytul Muqaddas.
 He guided people according to the teachings in the Tawrat.
 He had been entrusted to look after Bibi Maryam (A) who lived in a chamber in
Baytul Muqaddas.
 Bibi Maryam (A) was always busy worshipping Allah and except for him had no
contact with any person.
 She always had fresh fruit in her room and she informed him that Allah sent it to
her every morning and evening and it was a sign of his grace. Prophet Zakariya
(A) realised she was a Great Lady.
 Prophet Zakariya (A) had reached 90 and was sad that he had no son to succeed
him. He pondered over the limitless blessings of Allah. He went to pray under the
Arch of Sanctuary in Baytul Muqaddas to Allah for a son.
 The prayers of Prophet Zakariya (A) were answered and he was blessed with a
son, Yahya (A).
 Prophet Yahya (A) was blessed with wisdom and knowledge from infancy.
 Prophet Yahya (A) worshipped and glorified Allah and was always kind to his
parents and never spoke to them harshly.
 Prophet Yahya (A) is mentioned in the Bible as John the Baptist.
 Prophet Yahya used to teach people religious principles and would speak out if he
saw something wrong.
 Prophet Yahya (A) found out that the Emperor of Palestine, Herodotus wanted to
marry his niece, Herodya.
 This was forbidden in the Tawrat and Prophet Yahya (A) was against it. Herodya
dearly desired to become queen so she used her charms over the King and made
him brutally murder Prophet Yahya (A).
 Wherever Prophet Yahya’s (A) sacred blood fell it began to boil. It was suppressed
by heaps of sand hill but the blood continued to flow. The miracle only stopped
when Bakhtun Nasr avenged the blood of Prophet Yahya (A) by killing 17,000 of
the Bani Israa’il.

MORAL BOX
 You are well liked and respected if you have good Akhlaq.
 You should respect your parents
 __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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TOPIC 15: PROPHET ISA (A) - PART 1
Prophet Isa (A) was the son of Bibi Maryam (A), daughter of Imran. She was from the
descendants of Prophet Dawood (A). Just before Bibi Maryam (A) was born, her mother
prayed to Allah to grant her a child whom she would dedicate to the service of the Holy
Mosque in Baytul Muqaddas. Her prayer was granted and although she had
expected to have a son, she kept her promise and delivered Bibi Maryam (A) to the
trustees of Baytul Muqaddas.
They decided that Prophet Zakariya (A) would bring up the child. Her story and that of her
blessed son Prophet Isa (A) has been recorded in the beautiful and inimitable style of the
Holy Qur'an in Suratul Maryam. When Bibi Maryam (A) came of age, Prophet Zakariya
(A) built her a special chamber where she lived and worshipped.
One day while she was busy in her worship, Bibi Maryam (A) was startled to see a young
man suddenly appear before her. She was scared but the man said, "Do not be
frightened, I am the angel Jibraeel and have brought to you the glad news that
Almighty Allah is soon going to bless you with a son. He will be great in this world
and in the hereafter and will speak while still in his cradle." Maryam was dismayed
and asked, "How can this be possible when no man has ever touched me?" Jibraeel
(A) said, "Allah has Power over all things."
Soon after the angel had left, Bibi Maryam (A) felt the signs of
pregnancy. She was puzzled at the unnatural occurrence and
also worried about how she would explain the baby to the
people. Within nine hours she felt the pain of labour and
managed to go out and rest under an old date-palm tree where
Prophet Isa (A) was born. Things had happened so quickly and
in despair she cried, "Would that I had died and been
forgotten before all this had happened!"
The Holy Qur'an says:
[Then (a voice) called out to her from beneath her, "Do not grieve, your Lord
has caused a stream (to flow) from beneath you. And shake towards you the
trunk of the palm-tree, it will drop on you fresh ripe dates. Then eat and
drink….. Maryam, 19: 24 - 26]
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Thus consoled, she regained her confidence and returned to Baytul Muqaddas with her
baby in her arms. The Jews who saw her were surprised and began to accuse her saying
that she had acted in a shameful manner while her parents had not been immoral people.
She did not reply, but merely pointed at her baby.
The Holy Qur'an says:
[But she pointed unto him. They said, "How can we speak to one who is a
child in the cradle?" He (Isa) said, "Verily I am a servant of Allah. He has
given me a Book and made me a Prophet. And He has made me blessed
wherever I am and He has enjoined on me prayer and poor-rate (Zakaat) for
as long as I live. And (to be) dutiful to my mother and He has not made me
insolent ..."
Maryam 19: 29 - 31]
The miracle of Prophet Isa (A) speaking to them from his cradle silenced the critics and
left them astounded. The fame of the baby grew and many came from all over the
country to see him and pay tribute to him.
The Roman emperor, Herodotus, learnt about the birth of Prophet Isa (A) and was
immediately concerned about the threat to his power. He thus plotted to kill Prophet Isa
(A) to protect himself from any future trouble. However, Bibi Maryam (A) learnt of the
danger to her son and she left with him for Egypt.
In Egypt, Prophet Isa (A) lived with his mother until he was
30 years old. Then he received the command of Allah to
begin his mission and the Divine Book, Injeel, was revealed
to him. Thus Prophet Isa (A) returned to Baytul Muqaddas
to invite the Jews to the true religion of Allah.
As proof of his Divine appointment, Prophet Isa (A)
possessed certain miracles:
He could raise the dead to life;
Restore the eyesight of the blind;
And cure the lepers.
These remarkable powers attracted the Jews to him
and some became believers. The rest of them
became his deadly enemies because their religious
leaders encouraged them to oppose the Prophet
who had brought a message that superceded that of
Prophet Musa (A).
From amongst the few who has embraced the faith,
Prophet Isa (A) selected twelve as his apostles.
These men learnt directly from Prophet Isa (A) and he gave them authority to preach to
the people according to the laws laid down in the Injeel.
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Now you know…
Prophet Isa son of Bibi Maryam (A) Daughter of Imran descendant of Prophet Dawood
 Bibi Maryam’s (A) mother prayed for a child she could dedicate to Baytul
Muqaddas. On her birth, Bibi Maryam (A) was delivered to its trustees.
 It was decided that Prophet Zakariya (A) would look after her.
 The story of Bibi Maryam (A) and Prophet Isa (A) can be found in the Holy Qur’an
in Suratul Maryam.
 When Bibi Maryam (A) grew up, Prophet Zakariya built her a special chamber
where she lived and worshipped.
 One day Angel Jibraeel came to her in the form of a young man and gave her the
good news of the birth of a son. Bibi Maryam was shocked.
 When the angel left Bibi Maryam felt the signs of pregnancy. Within nine hours
she felt the pain of labour and went out and rested under a palm tree where
Prophet Isa (A) was born.
 Bibi Maryam was very worried as she didn’t know how she would explain this to the
people. In the Qur’an it is mentioned that she was comforted by a voice that told
her not to grieve and that to drink from the stream that was flowing beneath her
and to eat the fresh ripe dates from the palm tree.
 On Bibi Maryam’s return to Baytul Muqaddas, the Jews accused her of acting in a
shameless manner. All that Bibi Maryam did was to point at her baby.
 Prophet Isa (A) spoke and said that he was the servant of Allah and the he was
given a book and was a Prophet.
 Many came to visit Prophet Isa (A). When the emperor Herodotus learnt about this
he was concerned about a threat to his throne so he plotted to kill Prophet Isa (A).
When Bibi Maryam heard about this she left with her Son for Egypt.
 At the age of 30, Prophet Isa (A) received the command of Allah to begin his
mission and was given the divine book, Injeel.
 Prophet Isa A) returned to Baytul Muqaddas to invite the Jews to the true religion.
 Prophet Isa (A) was given certain miracles. He could raise the dead to life, restore
eye sight of the blind and cure the lepers.
 Some Jews became believers and some became deadly enemies as they thought
Prophet Isa (A) was trying to replace the message of Prophet Musa (A)
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MORAL BOX
 Glory be to the Almighty, when he says BE and IT IS.
 __________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

RESEARCH BOX
 Make a list of 5 differences between the Christian Nativity and the
Muslims?
a. __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
e. __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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TOPIC 16: PROPHET ISA (A) - PART 2
Prophet Isa (A) and his twelve disciples went from place to place, in towns and villages,
inviting people to believe in One God and teaching them the Divine commandments
contained in the Injeel.
The disciples were pious and virtuous men, but one day
they asked Prophet Isa (A) to show them a Sign of Allah
so that they could experience first hand a direct contact
with Him. Prophet Isa (A) replied that if they truly had faith
they should cultivate in themselves Taqwa, which means
being mindful of the commands of Allah and being afraid of
His Wrath. However, they insisted, saying that they wanted
to reassure themselves and become totally convinced of
the existence of Allah and of the truthfulness of Prophet
Isa (A).
They said, "O Isa, does your Lord not possess enough power to send food for us
from heaven?" At last Prophet Isa (A) turned to Allah to ask Him to grant their wish. The
Holy Qur'an says:
[When Isa prayed, "Lord, send us a table full of food from the heavens so
that it will make a feast for us and for those who are yet to come in this
world as an evidence from You. Give us sustenance, for You are the best
Provider." Allah replied, "I am sending it to you but if anyone of you turns
back to disbelief, I will make him suffer a torment that no one has ever
suffered."
Ma'idah, 5: 114,115]
When the food came, it served to increase the faith of the disciples. Many people who
witnessed this miracle embraced the religion immediately. The activities of Prophet Isa
(A) caused a great stir amongst the Jews, who felt that their own religion was being
threatened. They were concerned that his laws were different from those laid down in the
Tawrat and that he did not consider Saturday as a holy day. They accused him of
causing disruptions in their community with his magic. They refused to recognise him as
a Messenger of Allah just like Prophet Musa (A), and they began to plot against him.
RESEARCH BOX
 What do Christians call this meal and how is this meal portrayed in the Bible.
The Jewish Priests finally decided to kill Prophet Isa (A) and set about trying to find him.
They caught and interrogated one of his disciples, whose name was Shamoon as-Safa
(Simon Peter), but he gave them no information as to the whereabouts of Prophet Isa
(A). Then they came across another disciple, Yahuda (Judas). This man betrayed
Prophet Isa (A) after he was bribed with thirty pieces of silver.
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Following the accusations of the Jews, the Roman governor Pontius Pilate gave the order
to arrest Prophet Isa (A) and crucify him by nailing his hands and feet onto a wooden
cross. This was a very painful and slow way of execution and the victim usually suffered a
great deal before he died. When Prophet Isa (A) heard of the plans to arrest him he took
shelter in a vacant house. Yahuda knew this and he led the Jews to the house.
Prophet Isa (A) was a great Sign of Allah. His birth had been in remarkable
circumstances and his life was also destined to be extraordinary. At the time when his
life was in danger, he was raised by Allah to the heavens.
Meanwhile, Yahuda entered the house but found it empty. Allah caused the features of
this treacherous disciple to change so that he exactly resembled Prophet Isa (A). He
came out of the house to report to the Jews, and was shocked when they seized him and
dragged him away. Despite his protests, he was crucified. The Jews and even the
Christians thus say that Prophet Isa (A) was killed on the cross but the Holy Qur'an says
about the Jews:
[That they said (boastfully), "Verily we killed the Messiah, Isa
son of Mary, the Apostle of God."; but they killed him not, nor
crucified him, but it was made to appear to them (that they
had). And those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no
(certain) knowledge. They only pursue a conjecture. They
certainly did not kill him. Nay, Allah raised (lifted) him up to
Himself; and Allah is Mighty, Wise.
Nisa, 4: 157,158]
According to a prophecy of the Holy Prophet (S), when our
12th Holy Imam (A) will re-appear, Prophet Isa (A) will descend
from the heavens and offer prayers behind him.
The Christian Era (A.D.) dates from the birth of Prophet Isa (A). He was only 33 years old
when he was raised to the heavens.
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RESEARCH BOX
 Find out what the Christian version of the death of Jesus is and compare it to
our story of what happened to Prophet Isa (A).

Now you know…
 Prophet Isa (A) had 12 disciples who were pious and virtuous men. They travelled
with him from place to place inviting people to believe in one God.
 One day they insisted on being shown a sign of Allah so as to strengthen their
faith. They requested for food from the heavens.
 The food came from Allah and it increased the faith of the disciples as well as
many of those who witnessed the miracle. But Allah warned that if any of the
disciples turned back to disbelieve they would suffer a severe torment.
 The activities of Prophet Isa (A) were not taken well by many Jews who felt that
their religion was under threat and began to plot against him.
 The Jews decided to kill Prophet Isa (A). They offered one of the disciples, Yahuda
30 piece of silver. Yahuda betrayed Prophet Isa (A) by leading the Jews to the
house where Prophet Isa (A) was hiding in a vacant house.
 Prophet Isa (A) was a great sign of Allah and at the time when his life was in
danger, he was raised by Allah to the heavens.
 When Yahuda entered the vacant house, Allah caused his features to change and
resemble Prophet Isa (A). The Jews captured him and crucified him.
 Both the Jews and the Christians think that Prophet Isa (A) is crucified. The Holy
Quran proves that Allah raised him up to heavens.
 Prophet Isa (A) will descend from the heavens when the 12th Imam will re-appear.
 The Christian era dates from the birth of Prophet Isa (A).
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TOPIC 17: THE PEOPLE OF THE CAVE
In their attempts to discredit the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S), the Quraish of Mecca sent
three men to the Jewish scholars in Najran. They were sent to learn some difficult
problems from the ancient scriptures of the Jews and bring them back to test the Holy
Prophet (S). The Jews gave the Quraish some questions about the Seven Sleepers of
the Cave, whose account was known to only a few special scholars. The men returned to
Mecca and posed these questions to the Holy Prophet (S) and the whole story was
revealed to him in Sura-e- Kahf. The Holy Qur'an says:
[Do you not think that the people of the Cave and of the Inscription
(Raqeem) were of Our wonderful signs? When the youths sought refuge in
the cave they prayed, "Lord grant us mercy and help us to get out of this
trouble in a righteous way." We sealed their ears for a number of years.
Then We roused them to see which of the party had the correct account of
the duration of their sleep. We tell you this story for a genuine purpose.
They were young people who believed in their Lord and We gave them
further guidance. We strengthened their hearts when they stood up (against
the idol-worshippers) and said, "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the
earth. We shall never worship anyone other than Him, lest we commit
blasphemy.
Kahf, 18: 9 - 14]
Afsoos was a famous city that once flourished on the West Coast of Asia Minor. It was
part of the Roman Empire and the king was a kind and just ruler. During his reign, there
was peace and prosperity. When he died, there was a division amongst the people as to
who should rule. While they had no leader, Decius, a neighbouring king, invaded their
land and annexed it to his kingdom. He ruled them from 249 A.D. to 251 A.D. Decius was
a heathen and a violent persecutor of the faithful Christians who lived at the time.
Six (or seven) young men stood up for their beliefs
and had to leave the town to escape the cruel king.
On their way, they met a shepherd who gave them
some water to drink.
When they told him about their intention of finding a
secluded place to worship Allah in peace, he joined
them with his dog, Qitmir.
The shepherd led them to a fertile valley, through which
they came upon a mountain and entered a cave called
Kahf. Meanwhile, Decius followed the fugitives,
determined to make an example of them. When they
heard the sounds of pursuit get closer, the men prayed
to Allah to rescue them from the merciless king.
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Soon afterwards the young men were
overcome with a deep sleep and the dog sat
outside the cave. The king reached the spot and
sent in his minister to bring the men out. The
minister was a faithful believer in Prophet Isa (A).
When he saw the young men sleeping, he came
out and reported that they had all died of fright.
This news pleased the king, who ordered that the
cave be shut.
A stone tablet, with the name of the men and the date of the event inscribed on it, was
put at the entrance of the cave.
This is why these people have been
referred to as those of the Cave and the
Inscription in the Holy Qur'an, which says:

[They will say, "They were three, the fourth of them was their dog", and (others)
say, "Five, the sixth of them was their dog", guessing about the unknown;
and (others) say, "Seven and the eighth of them was their dog." Say (O
Muhammad), "My Lord knows best their number... Kahf, 18: 22(Part)]
Allah caused the young men to sleep for about 180 years before they woke up.
When they consulted one another it seemed to them that they had slept for a day or even
less. They were all starving so they decided that one of them would go into town and
secretly purchase some food and bring it back. They prayed to Allah to first open the
entrance to the cave. This prayer was granted and they emerged from the cave. The
sight that greeted them amazed them. The entire landscape had changed. Little did they
know that Decius was long dead and this was the time of the reign of the kind Christian
king Theodosius I, who ruled from 408 A.D. to 450 A.D.
The man who went to the town to get food saw that everything was different. The houses
did not look right and people were dressed in strange clothes. He looked about in
amazement, wondering if he was dreaming. At length, he approached a baker and asked
for some bread. The baker was surprised to see the oddly dressed young man who
spoke an ancient dialect and was offering him outdated money.
He asked him whether he had discovered the coins in some treasure. The young man
replied, "No, this is the money I made after selling my dates the day before yesterday."
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The baker did not believe this tale and took the man to the king. When the young man
told his story, the king informed him that Decius was long dead and he then asked to be
shown the cave and its inhabitants. Just before they reached the mountain, the young
men told the king and his courtiers, "Let me inform my comrades of the situation so that
they are not alarmed by your presence."
When he entered the cave and told the rest about his experiences, they were worried that
it might be a trick and that they would be arrested. Therefore, they prayed to Allah to
restore them to their original condition. Their prayer was granted and they were again
overcome with a deep sleep. After a while the king approached the cave and found the
men and their dog asleep. The sight made him believe their story and he decided to build
a mosque at the spot in respect of the miracle that had occurred at this place. The Holy
Qur'an says:
[And they stayed in the Cave three hundred years and add nine (more).
Kahf, 18: 25]

MORAL BOX
 If you have full faith in Allah and trust him with everything, HE will always
help you.
 __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Now you know…
 Sura - e - Kahf was revealed when the Quraish wanted to challenge the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (S) with the story of The Seven Sleepers of The Cave that
only a few Jewish Scholars knew about. The Qur’an has the whole story of the
people of the cave in this Sura.
 Afsoos was a city in the west coast of Asia Minor that was invaded by a Decius
who was a cruel king and persecuted faithful Christians.
 Six (or seven) young men stood up for their beliefs and had to leave town to
escape the cruel king.
 On their way they met a shepherd with his dog, Qitmir. The Shepherd wanted to
join them and led them to a cave called Kahf where they could worship Allah in
peace.
 Decius followed the fugitives. When they heard the pursuit they prayed to Allah to
rescue them from the cruel king.
 The Men fell asleep inside the cave. When the king reached the spot, his minister
who was a believer of Prophet Isa (A) wanted to save the men so he reported to
the king that they had all died of fright.
 The king ordered the cave to be shut.
 A stone tablet with the name of the men was put at the entrance of the cave.
 The men slept for 180 years. When they woke up they felt that they had slept for a
day. They were all starving so one of them decided to go to town secretly to buy
some food.
 When they came out of the cave by the will of Allah they were amazed how much
the landscape had changed as they were under the impression only one day had
passed. A kind Christian king now ruled whose name was Theodosius I.
 The man who went into town was amazed as everything looked different. The
houses the clothes were all different.
 When he went to buy bread the baker noticed that the Man was dressed differently
and spoke an ancient dialect and had outdated money. The baker took the man to
the king of the time.
 He was informed that Decius had long died and the king wanted to meet the rest of
the inhabitants of the cave.
 The young man went to the cave ahead of the king.
 The rest of the inhabitants were worried that they were being tricked.
 They all prayed to Allah to save them and they were again overcome by a deep
sleep.
 When the king approached the cave he saw the Men and the Dog asleep. The
sight made him believe the story and he built a mosque in the spot in respect of the
miracle of Allah.
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TOPIC 1: RESPECT TO PARENTS
Respect to parents is a topic taught to many classes in the Madressa. By now you must
have studied it many times, but in this note, an attempt is going to be to make you
understand just how vital and important their role is in bringing up you the individual, and the
society as a whole. Allah has mentioned kindness to parents at 7 places in the Qur'an.
Allah tells us in Qur'an (Surah 17, Ayat 23)
"Your lord has commanded that you
worship none but Him, and that you
be kind to your parents. Whether one
of them or both of them become old in
your life, do not say a word of
contempt (uf) to them or repel them,
but address them in terms of honour.
And out of kindness, lower to them
the wing of humility and say: "My
Lord! Bestow upon them your mercy
even as they cherished me in
childhood.""

Suratul
Bani
Isra-il

Ayat
23

The word "uf" is a very mild word, but Imam Ja'far as Sadiq (A) said that if a milder word
were to exist in the language, Allah would have used it instead. One should never call
parents by their names, but refer to them as mother and father.
A man once went to the Prophet (S) and asked him if there was any act worthy of Allah's
mercy. The Prophet (S) asked him whether his parents were still alive, to which he replied
yes. The Prophet (S) replied that the best deed worthy of Allah's grace was to be kind to
parents since this was preferred over all acts.
It is said in Tafseer that one should pray to Allah that He may grant heaven to their parents,
and if ones parents are committing any act with which would displease Allah, then we should
pray that Allah helps them to reform and guides them.
Indeed, the first thing that Allah caused to be written on "Lauhe Mahfuz"
was that "I am Allah, and there is no god except Me. I am pleased with the man with whom
his parents are pleased, and displeased with him whose parents are not pleased."
The Prophet (S) once said to Imam Ali (A) that "sitting in the company of parents for an hour
is preferable to going for Jihad." He further added, "O Ali! If only a word is uttered with a
view to pleasing the parents, Allah can be pleased."
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The word parents does not just refer to your natural parents, but also refers to those who
have taken trouble to teach you, especially to those who have improved you as a person.
There are at least three sets of parents:
 The natural parents who caused your existence;
 The teachers who taught you; &
 The parents of the person you marry.
All these people have rights over you, so fulfil your duties to them as explained above. Now
that we have seen how to respect our parents, we can discuss why we should respect them.
Parents have brought us up, but have taken part in our creation. Look at your house, would
you say that the four walls, the roof and the floor are the only items, which make up your
house? No you would not since the furniture, the colour scheme, also makes the house and
most importantly, by those who live within it. In the same way, your parents did not create
your body, but it was they who created your character and developed your thinking. They
have lived for you. They gave you love and attention, they taught you the difference between
right and wrong, they gave you food.
If there were ever a time when there was only enough food for one person, they would give it
to the child. Your mother gave birth to you and nursed you in your infancy. Can you imagine
the trouble and anguish parents go through, and if you ask them why, they will say that they
wanted to give you a better start in life then they had. Then how can we not respect them,
and how can we not love them? This is one of the reasons why Islam has said that,
"Heaven lies under the feet of your mother"
This means that if we displease our mother, we will never enter heaven, i.e. the way to
heaven is through the pleasure of your parents.
This again is repeated when Allah says to one of the Prophets:
"I swear by My Honour that anyone who does not obey his parents, even if he comes
with the deeds of the Prophets in front of Me, I will never accept him."
Duties to Parents
There are many ways to respect your parents, some of them are:
1.
Never raise your voice at them.
2.

Do not sit when they are standing.

3.

Do not walk in front of them unless told to do so.

4.

Do not speak when they are speaking.

5.

Never correct them in front of others.

6.

Do not displease them or make them angry.

7.

Never insult, argue or shout at them.
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When you wake up in the morning the first thing you should do is say "Salamun Alaykum" to
your parents. These are all simple things, but how many of us actually do them. How many
of us will actually stand and say "Salamun Alaykum" when our mother or father enters the
room?
If your parents ask you to do something, like go shopping, you should not even show them
that you are tired. You should not even cast a weary glance at your parents. That is why it is
said:
"Looking at the face of your parents with respect is like looking at the Ka’ba, the reward is
the same."
The displeasure of Allah is so great on those who displease their parents that the person
who is disowned by his parents, he will never smell the fragrance of heaven. Also, if the
parents are displeased with a child, and remain so overnight, and the day dawns with their
displeasure, it will be as if two gates of hell have been opened for the son.
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TOPIC 2: DUTIES TOWARDS CHILDREN
We have spoken about respect to parents before and realise how important this topic is.
But what about the children? Surely there must be duties towards which have to be fulfilled
towards them.
Allah tells us in Qur'an,
“Oh you who are faithful, save your soul from burning in the fire of hell the fuel of
which will be stones and men, by refraining yourselves as well as stopping your
children and other members of your families from committing sins.”
This shows that one of the first duties towards children is to teach them what is right and
what is wrong. This must be done by setting an example.
One of the duties of the parents to the children is to give education. This is first Islamic
education, and then material education. This does not mean that all the children should be
sent to Haws for years and years, but means that every child should have at least the
basic principles of Islam taught to it, so that when it does learn its formal education it will
know how to use its knowledge to serve Islam and the community.
Prophet Muhammad (S) has said that we should treat our children fairly, love and be kind
to them, and fulfil our promises to them, since we are their Sustainer, and they look to us
for help.
The Prophet (S) was once walking and saw some children, he immediately shook his head
and said that he was sorry for the parents of the children of the last age.
The people asked him, "Why, would they be non-believers?"
The Prophet (S) said, "No, it would not be that, but the parents would be such that they
would not give training to the children in religious education, but would be pleased to teach
them worldly education. He said that such people were not from him, and that he would
not love them."
The Prophet (S) once said to Imam Ali (A)
"Oh Ali, there are as many rights of children wajib upon parents as there are rights
of parents wajib upon children.”
One of the first rights is to give the child a good name. This is so the child will try and
emulate those who they are named after, or try and follow the meaning behind their name.
The child has three stages of life before he is ready to walk fully into the world of "grown
ups". Each stage is for seven years.
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For the first 7 years of its life, the child is the MASTER and should be allowed to enjoy and
play, without responsibility. This does not mean that you let it do whatever it wants, but
should give it freedom with the boundaries of Shari’a. It should not be burdened with
formal education, but should be taught by doing principal.
For the next 7 years, the child is the SLAVE. This means that now it should be taught
responsibility should be taught rules of Islam and worldly knowledge. This does not mean
that the child should be oppressed, but the things that it was allowed to get away with in
the first seven years should now be restricted.
The final seven years are called the years of MINISTRY. This means that the child, or
young adult should now start to work and help in the home. He should start to put back
into the family all that he took out when he was growing.
The virtuous child is a flower from the flowers of paradise.
Islam lay so much stress on being kind to children that the Prophet (S) said, that,
"A good act is written in the record of the virtuous deeds for one who gives a
kiss to his child."
Once a man came to the Prophet (S) and said: "I have never kissed a child." When he
turned and left, the Prophet (S) said that "This stone-hearted person is one of the people
of the fire."
This is part of a du'a written by our fourth Imam, Ali Zainul Abideen (A) can be found in
Sahifa e Kamila.
One of his du'as for his children
O Lord, oblige me by sparing my children from death, by educating them for me and by
blessing me with them.
My God, prolong their lives for me. Increase their terms of existence for me. Bring up those
tender years for me. Strengthen the weak one for me. Heal their bodies, faith and morals.
Let them be safe in soul and body and in everything I am anxious about concerning them.
Let their sustenance flow into my hand.
Let them be virtuous, pious, able to see and hear, obedient to You, and lovers and wellwishers of Your friends and hostile to all Your enemies. Amen !
O Lord, strengthen my arm with them and straighten with them my crookedness.
Enlarge my number because of them. Adorn my society with them. Keep my memory alive
by means of them. Make them care for my affairs in my absence. Help me with them to
satisfy my need.
Let them love me, be kind to me. favourable, faithful, obedient, not disobedient, not
wicked, nor adverse nor guilty.
Help me in training them, educating them and in doing good to them.
Grant me from You, male descendant from among them. Let this be a benefit to me.
Let them be my helpers in whatever I ask of You. Protect me and my offspring from
Shaitan, the stoned one. For verily You did create us and command us.....
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TOPIC 3: RECONCILING PEOPLE
Reconciling people means to bring two people, or groups back
together after some incident has cause them to split or quarrel.
It is the duty of every Muslim to try and make peace between two
parties which are known to him.
Allah says in Qur'an (Surah 49, Ayat 10)
The believers are but a single
Brotherhood: So make peace and
reconciliation between your two
(contending) brothers: And fear God,
that you may receive Mercy.


Suratul
Hujurat

Ayat
10

If a person can make peace between two parties at not cost to himself, but does not, then he
is held answerable for not taking action.
If someone harms you, then you are entitled to harm them back to an equal degree, BUT it is
better on your part to show your Akhlaq, to set an example, and forgive. This is also explained
to us, where Allah says,
42:40: The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): BUT if a person
forgives and makes reconciliation, His reward is due from God: for (God) loves not
those who do wrong.
Imam Ali (A) also explains that to bring together to parties is also regarded as charity.
"Reconciliation between two parties is the best kind of charity".
There is a limit to reconciliation. Although Islam is a peaceful religion, it is not idle.
If there is someone who breaks the Shari’a of Islam, and breaks the rights of others, then this
is the crime of Haqq-un-naas, and for this, action should be taken.
49:9: If two parties among the Believers fall into a quarrel make you peace between them: but
if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then fight you (all)
against the one that transgresses until it complies with the command of God; but if it
complies, then make peace between them with justice, and be fair: for God loves those
who are fair (and just).
What is the point of reconciliation?
The reason why we are told to bring people together is for unity. Islam is a universal religion,
which brings together people regardless of physical differences. Only together can we
survive, and prosper. If we let ourselves become divided, and quarrel against ourselves, then
others will take advantage of this, and widen the divisions even more. Remember, the
Prophet (S) explained to us,
“One who does not take interest in the affairs of Muslims is not a Muslim".
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TOPIC 4: SERVICE TO HUMANITY
By now, you have been taught, and explained that Islam is a religion for a community, to
interact and bring the whole society together under one faith and to guard their rights.
Human beings have many qualities, which distinguish them from other animals. They have
supreme intelligence, they can tell between right and wrong. One feature which humanity
shares with many other animals is their ability to form and live together in large communities.
The spirit of consideration is the central force that binds the people together in a society.
Human life without consideration is transformed into animal life, since every one is for himself,
and it becomes survival of the fittest.
If a person cannot use his abilities to help others, and to guide them, then that person is
leading a useless life. This service to others has been emphasised again and again in Islam.
The Holy Prophet (S) has said:
"One who does not take interest in the affairs of Muslims is not a Muslim. And that person too
is not a Muslim who hears a Muslim calling for help and does not respond to his call".
The reward offered for this service to humanity is so great, that few other deeds carry similar
rewards.
"One who fulfils the needs of a brother Muslim is like one who has been worshipping Allah
throughout his life".
Sometimes, you are asked for help, and you are not in a position to give it. Even in this
circumstance, if your niyyat was pure then you are rewarded.
Our 5th Imam (A) has said,
"At times it so happens that a Muslim seeks help from another Muslim and the latter, though
inclined to help him, is not in a position to do so; Allah will send him to Paradise for this
very resolution".
Perhaps the best advice on service to humanity comes from Imam Husain (A) who explained
to us,
"The requests which people make to you are blessings of Allah, so do not feel weary or
uneasy".
There are many places where we have a chance to perform services for others. There are
ample opportunities in our day-to-day lives, and also on occasions such as Haj. When we are
in Haj, we need to show that unparalleled service to others, which is all part of the experience.
Even if people take you for granted, or they insult you, remember that your niyyat is for the
sake of Allah (lillah).
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TOPIC 5: QARDH E HASANAH
This means to give a loan to those who require aid.
In Islam, there is a duty and a unity which should bind all Muslims, this duty should be so
strong that material goods should be put aside to fulfil it.
If there is a person who has had the ability to be successful and has made a good and
profitable business, then he should thank Allah for the opportunities which made him
successful.
This thanks should not be just in prayers or in words, but in action. The best thanks to Allah, is
by performing something which helps other human beings, because Allah is above any
needs.
Allah has explained this concept of lending money to those who require it as a loan to Allah
Himself. In Suratul Baqarah, Ayat 245, Allah declares:
"Who is he that will lend to God a fair loan so that He will multiply it to him
manifold; ......."
We should know that any loan which is lent to Allah will be paid back manifold (many times).
Allah also says in Qur'an, Surah 64, Ayat 17:
"If you lend to God a beautiful loan, He will double it to your credit, and He will
grant you forgiveness: for God is most ready to appreciate service."
Since Allah has given you opportunities to be successful, you should go out of your way to
provide opportunities for others.
If someone comes to you and asks you for financial or other aid, it becomes your duty to help
him. You should lend him the required amount if you have the means, and give him further
assistance.
However, this duty is mutual. The facility of Qardh e Hasanah is been provided by Islam so
that the community as a whole can develop and prosper, while at the same time become
more united.
Thus, the one who borrows the money should have the intention to pay it back as quickly as
he possibly can, and should not delay. If he misuses the facility, then he is taking advantage
of the system, and will cause difficulties for others.

Akhlaq

Page 9.9

www.madressa.net

What is the concept behind this giving, why is it so important ?
There is a saying that a man will manage to find sleep at night even though a relative may
have died the previous day, but the day he has lost his money, he will never sleep.
This highlights particular vices which exist in a man's heart, greed and selfishness. If a man is
able to lend a substantial amount of money, without any profit in return for himself, then he
has conquered both these vices.
He has conquered the SELFISHNESS by letting the money out of his hands, to give others
the chance of becoming successful.
He has also conquered the GREED because he knows he will earn no profit on the money,
because to charge interest is Haraam.
We must always help our community and people at large, if we stop to ponder for a moment,
tomorrow we will not be on this earth any more, but our book of deeds will remain open. If we
leave behind us people who will remember us for helping them, we will still gain blessings. If
on the other hand, the only memory that people have of us is our meanness, then on the day
of Judgement, what will be the use of all our wealth and riches?
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TOPIC 6: DESTRUCTIVE EMULATION OF WESTERN CULTURE
Emulation means to copy someone or something, to try and become like that thing.
A culture is a way of living. Culture embraces the ways people live together, the food they eat,
the general way they behave. Islam has a culture of its own, but leaves space to
accommodate practises from other cultures, as long as they are within Shari'a (Islamic Law).
This is why Islam is called a universal religion, because it has it own central core of behaviour,
but allows the cultures of any nation in the world to mingle in.
We are in living in a western world, and are surrounded by the western culture. All cultures
have some good in them, and the western culture is no exception.
We, the children of the west, have to find how we can be proper Muslims in the western
environment, without sacrificing any of our principles, but still adapting to the world we live in.
We can do this by picking up the good points in the west. But, we must be careful because
there are lots of elements which are against Islamic culture, and we should avoid those.
What we should NOT DO is follow that which our friends do blindly, and try and become
totally western, this will lead to us losing our Islamic identity all together. We must always
remember, we are MUSLIMS FIRST, and then anything else.
At school, we see a lot of ways that other people behave, and because we do not want to be
the odd one out, we want to mix in and act in the same way. This idea is wrong. When we see
the guys at school wear earrings, and start dressing up so that the girls can see them.
When we see this we should realise that this is not what Islam has taught us, and avoid such
behaviour. In Islamic culture, you dress up well if you want to, not for others to see you.
Also we see that the guys at school have girlfriends, and go out to discos and parties. This is
not the way we should behave. In the west, a girlfriend is only taken because of her looks.
Every other week, a guy has a different girlfriend. Islam says that is wrong. When the time
comes for a boy to get married, he will be introduced to girls who also want to get married,
with similar ideas, not just a girlfriend for one or two weeks, but a companion for life. This is
one reason why there are so many divorces in the western culture and so few in an Islamic
culture.
There are certain habits which are quite common in the west which we should avoid. An
example is when we go and play sports. We see that people change openly in the changing
rooms displaying their private parts with no hint of shame, they take showers with nothing on.
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Although there are only men in the changing rooms, in Islam, it is Haraam to expose your
private parts to anybody, or to look at the private parts of others. This means that when you
change, you should use a towel or something to cover yourself, if you take a shower, you
should wear some type of swimming costume, so that you do not remain naked at any
moment. You should also be careful not to look at others who are changing.
Do not let the west fool you. Most of the people in the west do not really believe in heaven or
hell, they think that they will live on this world, and that will be it. That is why they try and have
fun, and the only fun they have is physical, because they do not understand the soul at all.
They satisfy their desires by going out with girls to parties, drinking alcohol and satisfying their
lust.
A Muslim however realises that this world is only a moment, a twinkle in the eye compared to
the life in the next world.
There is more to life then just physical pleasure. Islam does not say that you cannot have any
pleasures, it just explains you that desires should only be satisfied within a marriage, and not
like animals.
It is important that you understand this point.
We should not feel that "Why can they have fun, and we can't" because it stops being fun
after a while. If you eat ice cream every day, then after a while you will be fed up of ice cream.
You will not want any more. Similarly, Islam teaches us that our desires should be controlled.
We should limit ourselves. If we let ourselves out of control like the western world, then we
might have fun for a while, but soon we will ask ourselves "There must be more to life then
just parties and girlfriends and pubs ?"
There is much more to life. Islam opens our eyes, and makes us look from a different point of
view. If you imagine this life to be a maze. The western world tries to solve the maze by just
walking through, taking things as they come. Islam takes you up, so that you can see the
maze from above, so that you know which way to turn, and what to avoid. That is the only
way to get through the maze.
Another habit we should avoid is smoking. Smoking is both dangerous and addictive. Islam
has made smoking Makruh (one should avoid). We see boys and girls in our school smoking
at lunchtime, or on the way home. Sometimes they come up to us and ask us if we want a
drag. Do not be afraid to say NO! It does not matter what they think, whether you are a
chicken or not, don't let yourself be pushed into trying things bad for your health, especially at
such a young age.
Please remember, Islam really is a religion which will make man happy and content. Do not
try and follow those things in the west which Islam does not allow, it might look and feel go for
a while, but in the end you will realise the hard way.
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TOPIC 7: HUSNDHAN AND SU'UDHAN
These two words, which are antonyms, refer to opinion you have about others. People are of
two types, those who always think bad of others, and those who try and think the best about
others.
Husndhan means to have a good opinion about other people. Not to assume the worst about
them, not to suspect their actions. If you see a Muslim talking with a girl who is Na-Mahram,
and you then assume that he is having a date, or is of loose morals, then you have already
dented his reputation in your eyes. If you tell others your opinion, you have committed Fitnah
and Fasaad. You should give the benefit of the doubt. Even if such suspicions turn out to be
true, who are you to spread other peoples' faults, when Allah has covered yours.
If a person assumes the worst of people’s actions, then this is Su'udhan, and is a very bad
habit. It leads to Fitnah and Fasaad, and other terrible deeds.
If for example, a person stands up and gives a few thousand pounds to a charity, I can think
in two ways. Either I can think that this person has pride is just showing off all his money, or I
can think that this person is sincere, and is setting an example for others to follow.
Qur'an (49:12) explains to us that we should avoid suspicion of others, as it becomes a sin
when we are not sure of the facts and it spreads on rumours.
Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): for suspicion in some cases is a sin
People who are narrow minded, don't want to do good themselves, and they don't want others
to do it. They try and spoil peoples names at every opportunity. This is what Su'udhan leads
to.
Allah will show His Anger at those who accuse others falsely. In the time of Prophet Salih (A),
he was accused falsely, and he asked Allah for help. The verses below explains what
happened.
23:39:

(The prophet) said: "O my Lord! help me: for that they accuse me of
falsehood."

23:40:

(God) said: "In but a little while, they are sure to be sorry!"

23:41:

Then the Blast overtook them with justice, and We made them as
rubbish of dead leaves (floating on the stream of Time)! So away with
the people who do wrong!

In conclusion, always give someone else the benefit of the doubt. Even if you know for sure
that they have done something wrong, do not tell others. If Allah can keep our secrets, we
should also try and keep the secrets of others. If you really want to do something, try and
approach the person and persuade them that they are doing wrong. If you think that will fail,
then talk to someone whom you think will be able to help. This is the concept of Amr bil
Ma’aroof and Nahy anil Munkar (direct towards good, and persuade against evil).
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TOPIC 8: KADHMUL GAIZ
Kadhmul Gaiz means to swallow anger, to forgive others.
It is similar to forbearance but refers specifically to when you have been wronged, and is one
of the most commendable acts in Islam.
There is a saying in English to "bury the hatchet", this means that instead of trying to get
revenge (i.e. with the hatchet), just bury it and put it out of your mind. There is also another
saying to "forgive and forget" which has a similar meaning.
This does not mean that you let people crook you left right and centre and then forgive them!
It applies to those whom you have power over, or those who repent or have done the deed
without intention.
Anger is a bitter pill to swallow, and is only managed with a strong will power. This can be
seen by the following sayings of the Prophet (S),
"The strongest of you is he who overpowers himself when enraged and the most forbearing of
you is the one who forgives when having overpowered his enemy."
"Do you consider the intense strength as being in the lifting of (a heavy) stone whereas in fact
it is in overpowering oneself when filled with anger".
The way to swallow your anger is to "cool off".
"Verily anger is from Shaitan and the Shaitan is created from fire. And the fire is but
extinguished with water. Therefore whenever one is overtaken with anger, he should make
wudhu."
Wudhu has a calming effect on the body, and cools it down. It also makes us remember Allah,
so we gain control over our self again.
Imam Ali (A) has said that:
"Should any of you be faced with anger, he should sit down if standing, should lie down if
sitting."
All of us have done sins at some time in our lives, something that might have been worthy of
punishment. But if Allah can forgive us with his infinite mercy, then what right have we to be
angry at others when they are sorry.
"Almighty Allah had said, Oh the son of Adam! Remember Me when in anger so that I
remember you when you deserve my wrath and do not destroy you."
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Also we are told in Qur'an,
3:133: Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a garden whose width is
that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous. Those
who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; WHO RESTRAIN ANGER,
AND PARDON (ALL) MEN; for God loves those who do good.
Imam Musa al Kadhim (A) was given the title AL-KADHIM for this reason. He is the ideal
example of one who swallowed his anger. He was treated despicably and imprisoned by the
oppressors right up to his martyrdom in prison, but he restrained his anger and bore it with
patience.
Surah 42 Ayat 36 onwards explains
"Whatever you are given (here) is (but) a convenience of this Life: but that which is with God
is better and more lasting: (it is) for those who believe and put their trust in their Lord; those
who avoid the greater crimes and shameful deeds, and, WHEN THEY ARE ANGRY EVEN
THEN FORGIVE;
Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish regular prayer; who (conduct) their affairs by
mutual Consultation; who spend out of what We bestow on them for Sustenance;
And those who, when an oppressive wrong is inflicted on them, (are not cowed but) help and
defend themselves.
The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person forgives
and makes reconciliation, His reward is due from God: for (God) does not love those who do
wrong.
But indeed if any do help and defend themselves after a wrong (done) to them, against such
there is no cause of blame."
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TOPIC 9: IKHLAAS
This means to be sincere and honest in all respects.
To be sincere means to really mean something when you say it, to really feel for something
with your heart.
We should be sincere in all our actions, although this sounds very easy, it is one of the most
difficult task ever set before us. Ask yourself, "How sincere am I when I offer my prayers?"
Why is it difficult to be sincere?
When Allah created man;
2:30: Behold, your Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They
asked, "Will You place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed
blood? While we do celebrate Your praises and glorify Your holy (name)?" He
said: "I know what you know not."
This means that the angels were unaware of Allah's plan for his best creature.
The angels have intellect, but no desire, therefore they have no test upon them, they do what
they are told, they have no will of their own. They can think, but there is nothing telling them to
disobey Allah's command.
Allah created man and gave him a balance. In a universe where everything has an opposite,
light and dark, good and bad,... Allah gave man FURQAN, the ability to judge between the
opposites.
Allah then created that facet of our nafs which is receptive to the voice of Shaitan. It is in our
innermost hearts and whispers evil thoughts into our mind. In Qur'an , Surah 104, Ayat 2,3,
we ask Allah for protection from this whisperer, from the thoughts which it tries to implant into
our minds. This is what we have to fight against.
Shaitan asked Allah to give him freedom until the day of Judgement. Allah agreed and
Shaitan said that he will guide human beings away from Allah.
Surah 15 Ayat 36 onwards,
(Iblis) said: "O my Lord! give me then respite till the Day the (dead) are raised."
(God) said: "Respite is granted to you-"Till the Day of the Time Appointed."
(Iblis) said: "O my Lord! because You have put me in the wrong, I will make (wrong)
fair-seeming to them on the earth, and I will put them all in the wrong-"Except Your servants among them, SINCERE and purified (by Your grace)."
(God) said: "This (Way of My SINCERE servants) is indeed a Way that leads straight to
Me.
"For over My servants no authority shall you have, except such as put themselves in
the wrong and follow you."
And verily, Hell is the promised abode for them all!
So Shaitan is there waiting for us, his voice starts its whispering, praising us, and telling us
how great we are. If we are not aware, our niyyat will change, and we will have lost all our
sincerity.
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When we pray our Salaat, we should be sincere. We should not try to hurry our prayers in the
morning so that we can climb back into our beds. We should think for a while, that we are
thanking the One who gave us life. Put your hand on your chest, feel your heart beat and
remember the force which caused it into motion. That is the force we are worshipping.
Then this voice starts whispering, telling you how warm your bed is, how tired you are.
When we are in public, our niyyat is under attack by this same voice. Instead of telling you to
pray fast, it will now tell you to pray slowly, so that others can see what a pious person you
are.
Allah says in Hadith e Qudsi "I was a hidden treasure, and I wanted to be discovered,
therefore I created."
A treasure is something we benefit from, whether it is knowledge, wealth etc..
Allah is a hidden treasure, but He has left plenty of clues (signs) to how He can be
discovered. Qur'an is full of advice about the signs of Allah, of how we can reach him. The
secret of finding the path is to keep your niyyat sincere, to make your every action honest and
for the pleasure of Allah.
This will work both ways, because Allah has told us that when we remember Him, He will also
remember us. Surah 2 Ayat 152
Then you do remember Me; I will remember you.
By being sincere in our actions we will receive an inner strength from Allah, a way of looking
at things which is superior to the gaze blinded by worldly goods. We will find more of a
purpose in our life, and a contentment and harmony where we will find ourselves at peace
with everything around us.
Once we overcome that whisper, then our ears will only receive true guidance. It takes a little
bit of effort, but the reward is beyond imagination.
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TOPIC 10: LEADING A MORAL LIFE
Let us first define morals, as "concerned with the distinction between right and wrong."
Islam is a religion which is sent as a gift from Allah to mankind, to bring them together in
peace and harmony. This can only be done if the morals of the community are pure.
Therefore in order to have a peaceful life, Islam has given man a set social values (morals) so
that each individual and thus the whole community can build up a moral character.
How are we to live a moral life ?
Each of us has a responsibility to the other, to maintain justice, to respect the rights of the
other.
In the Holy Qur'an (Surah 49, ayats 11,12) Allah explains to us certain ways of behaving:
"O you who believe! Let not some men among you laugh at others: it may be that the
(latter) are better than the (former): nor defame nor be sarcastic to each other by
(offensive) nicknames...
Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): for suspicion in some cases is a sin: and spy
not on each other, nor speak ill of each other behind their backs (gheebat). Would any
of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother ?"
There are countless ways to behave in a community, the essence of all moral behaviour is in
CONSIDERATION. If one considers the needs of others, then he will not do anything to
cause further hardship.
Prophet Muhammad (S) has said:
"Prefer for people that which you prefer for yourself."
In a very short Surah (Suratul Asr) Allah explains the way the whole of mankind should
behave.
Ayat 2:
"Verily Man is in a loss."
This is thought to refer to the day of Judgement when Allah will raise man from his grave to
answer about his life, some men will say that they had lived an IMMORAL life, and these men
will be in a loss. Some men will reply that they had been very good themselves and
established regular prayers, THESE MEN TOO WILL BE IN A LOSS.
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Ayat 3:
"Except for such as have Faith, AND do righteous deeds, AND join together in the
mutual teaching of Truth, AND of patience."
This shows that being good by yourself is not enough, you must lead such a life so as to
serve and teach the community by guiding them towards the truth and enjoining them towards
good. This is known as Amr bil Ma'aroof (direct towards good) and Nahy anil Munkar
(persuade against evil).
The set of morals given to mankind by Allah is reflected in the behaviour (Sunnah) of the Holy
Prophet and Imams (may Allah bestow peace upon them.)
Once Imam Ali (A) was asked what a person’s morals should consist of, he answered:
"When powerful, he forgives easily.
He is generous in appropriate ways.
His behaviour is gentle.
His actions and walk reflect modesty.
People enjoy his affection and calmness.
He is ready to bear pain in order to comfort others.
In friendship he is sincere.
He honours his promises.
He helps the oppressed and is concerned about the deprived.
He does not abandon those in distress; he tries to relieve their burdens.
He respects the rights of those who are absent.
He accepts the apologies of those at fault.
He assists those who have assisted him.
He does not divulge (tell) peoples' secrets.
He does not inquire into secret affairs which do not concern him.
He sets a good example for those who succeed him.
His good deeds are not performed for the sake of being boastful.
He does not fall into the same difficulty twice."
Also, in the du'a for excellence in morals, Imam Ali Zainul Abedeen (A) has written:
"Oh Allah, advance my faith to the greatest perfection. Let my belief be the most excellent of
beliefs. Let me be honoured, but do not let me fall prey to pride. Issue from my hands good to
mankind, but do not let it be undone with reproaches. Give me excellent morals and save me
from boasting. Give me grace to behave with sincere good-will to him who was insincere to
me."
Let us try to change these words into actions.
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TOPIC 11: FORBEARANCE
To forbear means to have patience and tolerance. The Arabic word for this is HILM.
In life, there are always times when problems arise, difficulties mount up. When such
problems occur, a person can do ONE OF TWO THINGS.
1. He can try his best to tackle the problem and put it behind him, or
2. He can sit and complain, and wait for the problem to disappear itself, (if it ever
does).
If the person tries to solve the problem, then that is called positive action, and he will have
at least a chance of success. However if his attitude is negative, the problem will remain,
and the person will just keep feeling sorry for himself.
Allah only helps those who help themselves, so if a person complains to Allah, and
says "Why does it have to be me?" then he has very little faith. This is because, when a
misfortune falls upon us, Allah is testing us. In Qur'an Allah tells us that do we think it is
enough to say that we are believers, and not be tested?
It is like in a competition. If a person says that they can break the world record, do you
think people will say " O.K., here is the gold medal. Thank you very much." Of course
not!! They will test him to see if he can really do what he says.
Prophet Muhammad (S) has said:
"Let your wailing not cancel your reward. Were you to witness the reward of your
misfortune, you would have come to know that it is smaller than the greatness of
the reward of which Allah has promised for the people who submit (to His will) and
bear (misfortunes) with patience."
Thus to forbear, after trying your best to help yourself, is an act of faith, because Allah has
PROMISED us that we will be tested, and that is a difficulty we must overcome.
If we forbear and have patience in difficulty, we past the test, and we are promised comfort
because Allah says in the Holy Qur'an, Surah 94, ayat 6:
"Verily, with every difficulty there is relief."
Therefore, if we forbear, then the problem will sort itself out with the grace of Allah.
Forbearance is not just when calamity befalls you, but also when you have been wronged.
There are very few feelings which give as much sweet satisfaction as revenge over
someone who has harmed you.
It is not easy to forgive such a person, especially when you are in a position to give back.
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To forbear is these circumstances requires a strong will power, this is shown by the
following saying of the Holy Prophet (S),
"The strongest of you is he who overpowers himself when enraged and the
most forbearing of you is the one who forgives when having overpowered his
enemy."
In an Islamic society, it is the lady who has to put up with the most inconvenience; this IS
NOT because of any status level. Allah has enjoined jihad upon both man and woman.
"The Jihad for man is in the sacrifice of his wealth as well as his own life till
he is killed in the way of Allah."
We know the reward of jihad is so great, this reward also goes to the lady for her jihad,
which she faces everyday.
"And the Jihad for woman is in bearing with patience with what discomfort
she is faced with from her husband and his companionship."
FITNA AND FASAAD
This means to spread rumours, and tell lies about people, with the niyyat (intention) of
damaging their reputation.
It is like backbiting, except that the rumours are totally unjustified and untrue.
Another word for fitna and fasaad is slander (spoil someone's name)
Imam Hassan (A) has said:
"If a person comes to you and speaks ill of someone else, you should know that he
is actually speaking ill of you. It is worth while to regard such a person as your
enemy, and not to trust him, for lying, backbiting, trickery, deceit, jealousy,
hypocrisy, duplicity and creating dissension go hand in hand with slander"
Imam Ali (A) has said:
"The worst of you are those who slander and create discord among friends. They
will find fault with the innocent."
Slandering is such a bad deed, that the Holy Prophet (S) said that:
"A slanderer will not enter paradise."
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Slandering is Haraam because it damages someone's reputation, it is unfair on the one
who is being slandered because people will think he has done things which he has not.
Slandering breaks the community, and cause enmity and hatred. It is one of the worst sins,
and goes hand in hand with gheebat and other social crimes.
The only people who slander are cowards, if they see someone with whom people are
good, they become jealous and want to tarnish his reputation. They do not have the
courage insult face to face, and so go around like snakes slithering and whispering
rumours in the dark.
TREACHERY
This means to betray somebody. If you make a promise to help somebody, then just when
they need you, you let them down, then this is an example of treachery.
During the time of Imam Hassan (A), Muawiya came to Ju'da, the wife of Imam (A), and
offered her One Hundred Thousand Dirhams as well as the hand of his son Yazid, in
marriage, if she would poison Imam.
Ju'da pretended to be loyal to Imam, after all she was his wife. She offered Imam (A) a drink
in which she had already put poison. Imam (A) accepted and drank.
After forty days Imam Hassan (A) died from the poison, and Ju'da went to Muawiya to collect
her payment. She received the money but Muawiya did not let her marry Yazid, since if she
could BETRAY one husband, she could also BETRAY another.
This is an example of TREACHERY.
One reason why treachery is haraam is because when someone depends on you, or believes
in you, you are responsible for his well being. Now, to turn around and do him harm when he
doesn't expect it is to take advantage of him, and this is what is so bad.
There is a saying in English that treachery is like "stabbing someone in the back."
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TOPIC 12; CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Allah created us all, and made us the inheritors of the earth. He gave us the world and all
the creatures within so that we may live and prosper by using them, not abusing them. He
mentions in Qur'an
6:165 » It is He who has made you (His) agents, inheritors of the earth:
This shows that we must look after our planet, and find ways of cleaning up the mess and
damage we cause to it.
When you are given something, it is important that you use it properly, only then will it last.
If you abuse something, then it will work for a while, but in the end it will get bad and it will
have to be thrown away.
Our world is getting used, and abused. We can not throw that away. We only have one
world, our world, and only by keeping it clean can we make sure it lasts. The same way we
inherited the earth from our ancestors, we have to look after it so that we can hand it down
in good condition to the next generation.
Consider your house, you live in it, you sleep in it. What would happen if you did not bother
to clean up the mess you make, the dishes, the clothes, the dust, the dirt. If this was not
dealt with, then the house would soon become uninhabitable. There is no point just
sweeping everything under the carpet since that is a short term solution, you must clear
the rubbish and remove it totally.
This planet has about 4 billion people, if we do not clear our rubbish, then where can we
go when it becomes too polluted to live in?
How can we do things to keep our world clean ?
We can start thinking, start realising that we should not waste things. The more we waste,
the more we throw away. This all adds up. We should try not to use chemicals which
damage the ocean and the sky, we should throw things in their proper places, and not on
the streets, or out of the windows. Just imagine, if everyone threw their rubbish on the
street. It would all add up and there would be an awful mess. We are not the only
creatures on the planet. We have to share this world with the rest of Allah’s creatures.
Everything in this universe is created by Allah, and serves His purpose. We must respect
these, and use them sparingly without waste.
We should even respect the plants since Allah explains to us
55:6 » And the herbs and the trees-both (alike) bow in adoration.
Let us not make so much mess that the rest of the creatures become poisoned and hurt
because of our selfishness.
What examples of Environmental Pollution can you think of?
Is it just commercial industry that causes pollution, or is it the individual consumer?
What solutions, both long term and short term can you think of to prevent pollution?
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TOPIC 13: TAKKABUR, RIYAA AND UJB
These are some of the major faults in a person's character.
Takkabur means to think of oneself as BETTER than someone else, to have PRIDE.
Riyaa means to SHOW OFF to others
Ujb means to have SELF CONCEIT, to like oneself too much.
These three topics are all related and deal with one aspect, a person's ego.
A person's ego is the way he thinks about himself.
As soon as we achieve something good, or as soon as we are praised, a feeling of joy
reaches us, if we are not careful, this feeling can soon turn to pride.
Our Holy Prophet (S) has said:
"Pride enters the heart like a black ant crawling over a black rock at night."
This shows how easily pride can overtake us.
Pride is known as one of the diseases of the soul. It is caused by a lack of belief in God. You
see, if you become proud, you feel that you have accomplished all your deeds by yourself,
you forget that Allah was the one who guided you.
If we ever achieve anything good, we should be pleased, but there is an important point to
note, we should be pleased by the RESULTS of what we have achieved, not by the fact that
WE have achieved it.
However, our nafs starts whispering to our hearts that we have done something great and it
tells us how wonderful we are and carries on praising us.....etc..etc. This causes us to start
showing our greatness to others (Riyaa), to show them what brilliant individuals we are.
All of you must have had the occasion of seeing someone in your life, and who after looking at
him for a few seconds, said, "That guy is nothing but a show-off".
If we want to continue being successful in the future, the FIRST thing we should do is
remember Allah. In the du'a after Asr prayers we say to Allah
"My Lord , whatever talents I have got, it is but from You."
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If we want to remain humble, we should always remember this sentence and say it to
ourselves EVERY time we do something good, or come first or win something. That way we
will stop our nafs from praising us, and make it praise Allah. We also realise that we have
nothing to show off about, since we have only been able to accomplish what we have with the
help of Allah.
WHAT IS WRONG WITH PRIDE ?
Apart from isolating yourself from others because you think yourself superior, pride is also bad
for you on an intellectual level.
If you become proud of what you know, or have done, you will think yourself as being one of
the greatest, therefore you will not try to improve. However, if you think that you have plenty of
room for improvement, then you will try harder and harder until you achieve better results.
In the time of Prophet Musa (A), there was an instance that he thought to himself, Oh Musa,
indeed you have reached the pinnacle of mankind, there is no one alive on the earth today
who knows as much as you do.
He did not utter these words, they only flicked through his mind.
Allah immediately told Angel Jibraeel, Go and save Musa from himself.
This was when Prophet Musa (A) was told to go and seek Khizr, someone who was alive and
knew more than Musa. He was told to go and learn from him. By doing this, Musa understood
that there was someone else who knew more than him, and so was saved from becoming
proud.
Pride was the reason that Iblis (Shaytan) was removed from Allah's mercy, and is a lesson to
all of us who become proud.
When Allah created Adam, he commanded the whole of creation to bow to him, all of them
except Iblis did this. Iblis replied to Allah, I am made from fire, and Adam is made from clay,
there fore I am BETTER than him. Allah immediately removed Iblis from His mercy and told
him to begone.
In Islam we are told that one man is no better than another.
In Islam, there is nothing wrong with being successful, or a leader of others, the only point to
remember is that greatness is a test to see how we can cope, as long as we are aware that it
was with Allah's help that we became great, and realise that we are not superior to our fellows
then we will pass the test.
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Our 4th Imam (A) says in Sahifa e Kamila:
"O Lord, do not honour me even one degree among the people unless You
lower me to an equal amount in my own soul.
Create for me no outward respect unless You have created for me an equal
amount of HUMILIATION in my spirit."
The opposite of arrogance/pride is humility. How can we be humble, does it mean sitting on a
prayer mat, reciting all the time?
No, it does not. Imam Ali (A) has said :
"From the signs of humility is to be content with any place in an assembly, to
salute when you meet, to abandon quarrels and discord even if you were on the
right; and not to except (love) praise for your fear of Allah."
WHY SHOULD WE ABANDON PRIDE AND TRY TO BE HUMBLE ?
By being humble, we are showing to the world that Allah has created all men equal, whether
they are black, brown, white or yellow.
We are showing that the only person who is greater in the eyes of Allah is the person who has
taqwa (ashamed of displeasing Allah).
The Holy Prophet (S) has said:
"Indeed, humility exalts a man's position with Allah. Thus be humble and Allah
will shower you with mercy."
The final stage of pride is Ujb. When you actually start thinking and believing that you are
superior to the rest. When you have to high an opinion of your own ability, beauty etc.. This is
called self conceit. It is at this stage that you start spending too much time in admiring yourself
in front of the mirror.
When a person reaches the stage that he thinks that there is no one like him, then he is lost.
He has built a wall around himself and is totally cut off from the outside world. He is living in
his own dream world.
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TOPIC 14: ABUSIVE LANGUAGE, INSULTS, SARCASM AND IMPERTINENCE
To use abusive language means to swear or insult someone. This is so obviously wrong,
but surprisingly it is a common habit especially amongst the youth.
Let us consider the use of such language, and what purpose, if any, it serves.
Most people swear when something bad happens to them, or when someone does
something that they don't like. These people say that the actual swearing helps them to
control their anger, and stops them from doing other things which might be even worse.
This argument is logical, but Islam rejects it because a person who cannot restrain his
anger, without using foul language must have a very weak will power. The most noble
person according to Islamic etiquette (akhlaq) is that person who can control his anger,
and even manage to look happy.
To use swearing as a means of insulting someone is unjustified under any circumstances.
Islam teaches us NEVER TO INSULT. If someone has wronged us, we should either take
action, or tell them that we do not like what they say; but to insult them is to stoop to a very
low stage, and Islam does not accept that a person should become so undignified.
To be sarcastic to others, and tease them also shows that part of a person's character is
faulty. It may only feel like a joke, but think for a moment. Pretend that you were them.
Would YOU like someone calling you names all the time, making life miserable for you.
Would YOU like some laughing when you fell down, or someone telling tales at you. Would
YOU like people making fun of your family, or the colour of your skin, or at the way you
are.
Below are a few saying of Imam Ali (A) about the danger of the tongue. Look over them,
and think about their meaning.
"Nothing else need to be restrained and kept under control but the tongue".
"Whosoever desires to remain safe should guard against what comes out of his
tongue".
"Take care of your tongue".
"Woe be upon you! Will people be with their noses prostrated in hell fire except for
reasons of what they had reaped out of (misuse) of their tongues".
"The one from whose tongue people are afraid of is from the inmates of hell fire".
"Salvation of the believer lies in guarding his tongue.
The above sayings give you an example of the dangers of verbal abuse.
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One other point that needs mentioning is impertinence. This means to give cheek, or
disrespectful answers back to people who are talking to you.
If someone is talking to you, whether he is telling you off or not, you should never be rude
in your replies. If you are innocent then explain yourself, but to answer back to a parent or
a teacher in such a manner is an inexcusable example of bad akhlaq.
The respect which parents and teachers command over you is very great, and you are not
supposed to even show them displeasure, let alone answer back to their face.
Impertinence just proves that you have a poor character. It may make you feel big in class
for a while, but at the end of the day, you will have lost all your respect in front of your
elders.
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TOPIC 15: BETRAYING SECRETS
Secrets are something which every human being possesses. They are affairs that they would
rather not disclose to others, due to embarrassment, shame, guilt or such reasons.
When someone tells you a secret, they are trusting you with something very important, and
we do not realise this.
The Holy Prophet (S) has said that:
"He who keeps no pledge has no religion".
In the Holy Qur'an Surah 8 ayat 27 Allah says:
"O ye that believe! betray not the trust of God and the apostle, nor exploit knowingly
things entrusted to you"
If someone was to hand over some money to you, and say "Please look after this, don't give it
to anybody."
Now, if you agreed, and then were to go and give that money to someone else, you would be
breaking your word, even if you were to get the money back.
It is the same with a secret, it is something entrusted to you, (AMANAT), and you do not have
any right to disclose it to anyone else.
The Holy Prophet (S) has said that:
"Four things when allowed to enter a house become the cause of spoiling and
depriving it of prosperity,"
of those four things, one of them is the breach of trust.
He also said:
"A hypocrite is recognised by three signs:
1. He lies when he talks,
2. He breaks promises,
3. He betrays when trusted."
If someone reveals a secret to you, and you feel that by telling someone else, you may be
able to help him, what to do you do?
In this case, it is not a sin to tell the other person's secret, as long as you do not give his
identity, and that you SINCERELY feel that it is for his good.
One thing we should always remember, Imam Ali (A) has told us, if we can not keep our
secrets to ourselves, and tell others, how can we expect them to guard our secrets, when we
ourselves cannot !!
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ADULTERATION IN MERCHANDISING
Adulteration means to make something IMPURE, to CONTAMINATE IT.
Merchandising refers to TRADING in goods, commodities.
Thus, adulteration in merchandising means to make something which you sell, impure or
reduce its value in some way.
It is a form of cheating.
It is haraam because:
(i)
the one who is doing the cheating is gaining something at someone else's expense.
(ii)
the one who is doing the cheating is gaining without working for it.
In a market, if someone comes to buy rice, and it is weighed out for them on a scale. If the
weights of the scale have been "fiddled" so that the person gets less rice, then that person
is paying you MORE for LESS rice. As a result you are gaining extra money, and he is
losing it.
One thing about cheating is that no matter how many
people you cheat, or how well you can cheat, you can
never cheat yourself or Allah. If you are cheating
someone, your conscience (the second stage of nafs)
will realise immediately.

In Qur'an Allah tells us of Prophet Shuaib's words to his people (Surah 7, ayat 85)
"Oh my people !.... Give just measure and weight, nor withhold from the people the
things that are their due:.."
On the day of Judgement, you will have to answer to Allah, and you will also be judged
according to a scale, according to the weight of your good and bad deeds, and cheating
is one of the heaviest of bad deeds.
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TOPIC 16: ANGER
The arabic word for anger is pronounced as Ghazb.
Anger is a disease of the soul. It causes many problems which we will discuss below.
Anger is defined as "extreme displeasure", which means to be annoyed at someone's
words or actions.
When a person becomes angry, he is on the verge of losing control over his mind, he can
become violent and break things, he can say things which he will be sorry for later on.
This is why it is very important to be able to control yourself when angry, since you can
destroy, beyond repair, with a few words something which may have taken years to form.
Prophet Muhammad (S) has said:
"Do you consider the intense strength as being in the lifting of (a heavy) stone
whereas in fact it is in overpowering oneself when filled with anger".
This shows how difficult it is to control yourself during anger.
Anger is also very dangerous. Many people lose their mind when angry, and start fighting,
and shouting. They become violent, beyond reason. Later on, after cooling down, they
realise that the things that they have said have spoilt their own name, and have made
people think badly of them. This is why Imam Ali (A) has said:
"Anger is a fire kindled: he who restrains it, puts it out; but he who lets it loose, is
the first that is consumed by it."
That shows that the person who cannot control his anger will be the first to be damaged by
what he says, or does.
It also illustrates that there is no benefit in becoming angry. The person who grows angry,
wastes his energy, at the same time he is the loser at the end of it all.
What should we do when we become angry, how can we control ourselves ?
The first thing to do is to calm down.
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The way to do this is explained by the Holy Prophet (S) in his words:
"Verily anger is from Shaytan and the Shaytan is created from fire. And the
fire is but extinguished with water. Therefore whenever one is overtaken with
anger, he should make wudhu."
Wudhu has a calming effect on the body, and cools it down. It also makes us remember
Allah, so we gain control over our self again.
Imam Ali (A) has said that:
"Should any of you be faced with anger, he should sit down if standing,
should lie down if sitting."
What is anger caused by?
Anger is caused by many circumstances, examples of which are pride, and stubbornness.
If you are wrong, and someone tells you, you can either accept it or become proud and
insist that you are correct. This can lead to anger because you refuse to admit that you are
wrong.
This anger is so bad, that it spoils the rest of your deeds, Imam Ali (A) has said that:
"Ill-temper spoils good actions just as vinegar spoils honey."
If you put one drop of vinegar in honey, you spoil the honey; so as soon as you get angry,
you spoil your deeds by the way you act.
"The strongest of you is he who overpowers himself when enraged and the
most forbearing of you is the one who forgives when having overpowered his
enemy."
This shows us that even if we have a right to be angry, we should forgive the person who
deserves our anger. And Allah reminds us of this because we have all committed deeds
which He is not pleased with:
"Almighty Allah had said, Oh the son of Adam! Remember Me when in anger
so that I remember you when you deserve my wrath and do not destroy you."
If we remember Allah when we are angry, and forgive our enemies, He will also remember
us on the day of Qiyamat, and Inshallah, forgive us.
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TOPIC 17: THE STAGE OF BECOMING BALIGH
When Allah created the human being, he created it in a way so that it grows up in stages.
It is totally dependant when it is born, then as it grows it gains knowledge, it learns the
ways of the world. Then it reaches a stage where it has been taught how to live, and what
to respect. It has been taught what is right and what is wrong. It is now ready to take on
the responsibility of being an adult. It is no more a child, nor has it reached adulthood. This
stage, when a child is changing into an adult is known as becoming baligh or adolescence.
In English, people translate baligh as the state of puberty, however this is not adequate.
Baligh means responsibility, it is a combination of becoming an adult BOTH physically and
mentally.
What are the signs of becoming baligh?
There a three signs (for males), ANY ONE of which can confirm whether the person is
baligh or not.
1.

If the boy has reached the age of 15 (lunar years) or 14½ years in the solar
calendar, then he should be considered as baligh, whether or not he has seen the
next two signs.

2.

Growing of HARD hairs around the private parts. SOFT hairs are NOT considered
as signs of becoming baligh.

3.

If there is a "wet dream." This means that during the boys sleep, he has a dream of
some sort, and there has been some discharge of thick liquid which is not urine.
This liquid is called semen, and it is recognised by its milky colour, and it has a
strong smell like yeast.

It is important to realise, that a person MUST perform Ghusl of Janaabat when semen is
released at any time, whether or not it is a voluntary discharge. Without this Ghusl, the
person will be in a state of impurity (janaabat), and will not be able to offer any prayers or
fasts.
If the person is not sure whether he is baligh or not, then he has to wait until he is
sure, or one of the other signs take place.
What does becoming baligh mean ?
The first point to realise, is that becoming baligh is natural. You are not the only one. All
boys go through this stage somewhere between the ages of 13 - 15.
When we are baligh, it becomes WAJIB to perform all the actions that are laid down by
Islam, and HARAAM to do the things that Islam forbids. This means that Salaat, Saum
(fasting), Hajj, Khums are all now wajib.
The next thing to realise is that when you become baligh, you will feel certain emotions
that you have not felt before.
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The body goes through physical changes, you are changing at a tremendous rate. All your
glands are working like mad, creating chemicals which flow through your blood, your liver
is like a chemical factory, and your cells are all working overtime. These chemicals are
sending messages to your body, your cells, telling them that the time has come to grow.
Your body will start to change. Your muscles will become stronger, and bigger and you will
start to get hair growing around your face, all over your body, at the abdomen, around the
private parts, and under the arms. Your body will become more masculine.
Another important point about becoming baligh is that your nafs will start trying to misguide
you through your desire. When you are baligh, any pictures, or anything which is about sex
may cause you to become aroused. This is why we should keep away from rude
magazines or television programmes, even rude jokes, because they cause our desire to
grow.
To have sexual relations is a natural part of any human society, but only within the
boundaries of marriage. Desire MUST BE controlled, if it is let free, it becomes LUST,
which is a powerful force and can easily control a person's actions.
If we let ourselves be controlled by our desire, then we will ruin our soul. Our mind will
become a slave to lust, and our life will be ruined.
Why do we become Baligh?
We become baligh at an age when we should be responsible. Responsible for what?
When we are baligh, our body creates sperm cells which are stored in a liquid called
semen. When girls become baligh, they produce another type of cell called the egg cell (or
ovum). When a sperm cell and an egg cell meet, then this is called fertilisation, and is the
beginning of a new human being. Those two cells will now fuse, to become one cell, and
grow to become a child, who will have the characteristics of both the mother and father
through both cells. So, we become baligh so that we are able to marry and have children.
This makes sure that human beings carry on surviving.

We must however be RESPONSIBLE because certain things can cause us to lose control
of our desire. Watching television programmes with rude scenes, reading books which
cause arousal, magazines, attending discos or "wild" parties. All these things can lead us
towards the path of lust, and so should be avoided.
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TOPIC 18: GOING TO THE CINEMA AND WATCHING FILMS
In our society, there has always been misunderstandings about the cinema and the
theatre.
The cinema is a place where films are shown to the public. People often say that the
cinema is Haraam, Haraam, Haraam.
The reason some people say this is because when your parents were your age, the
cinema was predominantly used for films which contained songs and dance. For this
reason, the cinema was looked at as Haraam and those who went there were told that
they should not.
Today, we have television inside our houses, and can see anything we want to. Thus the
question of watching or not watching does not apply any more, it is rather a question of
what we watch.
Think of it as a restaurant. To go to a restaurant to eat becomes Haraam only if the food
they serve is Haraam. However if the restaurant serves halal food, then there is no
problem to go and eat there. Therefore it doesn't matter whether we go to a restaurant or a
not, it is what we have to eat that is important.
In the same way it doesn't matter whether we go to the cinema or not, but it is
IMPORTANT what we watch there.
If we go to see a film which shows offensive scenes such as people acting shamelessly,
wearing hardly any clothes, then of course it becomes Haraam.
If we go to watch films which are of educational interest or for fun, where we actually gain
in some way without seeing anything Haraam, then we are allowed to see those films.
We should not go so often that we just pass our time, and waste it.
Unfortunately, the majority of films today are aimed at the desires of the youth. These films
show scenes which encourage youngsters to think and practise those thoughts which
should be kept under control by the youngster’s own will power. These films are Haraam
because they influence the actions of the one who watches them. They make the desires
of the nafs so strong that it becomes very difficult to control, and eventually, the mind will
give in and become the slave of our desires rather than our intellect.

Akhlaq

Page 9.35

www.madressa.net

One point which people often bring in, is that today, all films and programmes contain
music. If the film contains music such that the music is one of the important parts of the
film, then those programmes should be avoided.
However if the music is in the background, and is not the central theme of the programme,
then it is permissible to watch them. This is because according to the fatwa (verdict) of
both Ayatollah Al Khomeini (may Allah rest is soul) and Ayatollah al Khui (may Allah keep
him well), background music is allowed.
This also applies to watching television in our own homes.
At the end of the day, if we want to go to see a film, we must ask ourselves why. If the film
will be fun, but will still contain sections which would go against our principles, then we
should avoid them. In the cinema, you are exposed to whatever is on the screen, you can
not switch it off like a television, nor can you forward it like on a video. It is very rare to find
a film that contains no sections which should be avoided.
You can't trick yourself by saying, I don't know what its about. There are films which are
obviously funny, but make jokes which are filthy and crude. Those are not the films you
should watch, since they provide a negative influence over you.
Then there are films which are decent, and respectable, where you will gain an insight into
human behaviour, develop your imagination, or learn and at the same time have fun.
Those films are allowed since they have a positive effect.
In this way Allah has given you a test, can you control your nafs from tempting you to
watch X rated films, or will it control you?
There is no 18 certificate or Adult rating in Islam, if a film is obscene, shameless or
pornographic than it is Haraam for all to see, whether they are 5 years old or 50.
You will notice, at first it will be very difficult to refrain, but as soon as you make your mind
up and be firm, you will feel as if your character has improved a hundred times, and you
will not even be tempted any more. You will ask yourself, how can I have let that nafs of
mine have so much control over something which I can now see to be so childish and so
material?
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TOPIC 19: MUSIC AND ITS EFFECTS
Islam does not recommend or encourage music amongst a community. This may sound a
drastic step to take, but we shall discuss some of the reasons in the text below.
Why do people listen to music? It is obvious they enjoy it, and the reasons for this may
include passing time, as a form of relaxation, it is a fashionable habit to have.
There may not seem anything wrong in that, but as we go into further detail the reasons
should become clear.
First of all, we must try to understand the concept of Halaal and Haraam.
Human beings are highly versatile and can adapt to different situations easily, so it is very
rare that everyone will react to an influence in exactly the same way. Thus all human
beings may not be affected by a tiny bit of alcohol, or a little music to the same degree.
However, Islam is a religion for all the people AS WELL as the individual. Therefore, if
there is something that affects a large percentage of the people in an undesirable manner,
such as alcohol causing drunkenness and disorder, then Islam will make it Haraam at the
very beginning on the basis that "PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE." This means
that it is better to stop something bad happening in the first place rather than doing
something about it after it happens. This approach is common sense.
Allah also says in the Holy Qur'an, that some things in small quantities do have good
effects for us, but the bad effects outweigh the good, therefore overall it is harmful and so
forbidden.
They ask you concerning wine and gambling. Say: "In them is great sin, and some
profit, for men; but the sin is greater than the profit." .... Thus doth God make clear
to you His Signs: in order that you may consider. Surah 2:219
Now back to music. What is undesirable about music?
Music has an affect on the mind and the body. The effect depends on the type of music.
With some types of music, soft and soothing, one relaxes and opens up the mind, closes
the eyes, and lets the music "flow" through the body. This causes the heart beat and other
electric signals of the body to start adapting to the beat of the music, and this can cause
disorder.
With other types of music, the mind is almost possessed. Very often, with loud music,
played at discos, and parties, the people begin to dance and move in rhythm to the music.
This causes them to lose control of their nafs, so that they dance with partners, coming
very close and losing all sense of shame, thinking and committing acts which are the result
of their desires.
It is also this type of music which tends to groups such as head bangers and heavy metal
who lose all control over their actions and morals under the influence of such music.
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Music then becomes like a drug, a person requires more and more of it and finds it very
difficult to stop, and to obtain the same effect, they play the music louder and louder, this is
bad for the ears as well as causing even more effect on the nervous system.
One of the more important reasons, is the effect music has on society. Many youngsters
growing up in the western world identify themselves with a certain band and club. You will
see posters in their bedroom, their clothes, and personality changes to emulate this idol.
When you then see the screaming, dancing atmosphere in the concerts, you can imagine
what a powerful effect music then has on the mind and the body.
It is unfortunate that the society we live in, defines enjoyment as anything which makes
you forget the world. Music, alcohol, drugs. They all have two common factors,
(i) they are an escape from reality, and
(ii) they are addictive. What does this tell you about the level of contentment in a normal
life?
Many of the singers, and groups can be seen to use music to arouse the desires which
should be controlled. Many of the groups today while performing, make gestures which are
indecent, they have ladies and men with scant and revealing clothing on stage or video to
attract the gaze. This is all a result of the effects of music.
Music itself may have many consequences, since there are so many different themes and
instruments with which it can be made. Music affects us in the same way as alcohol, it
causes us to be unaware of our actions. We can become very angry if the music around
us is loud and dominating. Music might not effect everyone to the same degree, but it
definitely affects a large enough percentage of people to be made Haraam. It is also
Haraam to go to a place which is solely for the listening of music, i.e. a disco.
People often say that they listen to music very little, and don't open themselves up to it.
Well, like all drugs, it is ADDICTIVE. If you start off with small quantities, you will soon
increase until you become helpless.
The next question, is what about the background music which we hear day to day on the
television, etc.
The term "background music" refers to those sounds that you are unaware of, which are
used to describe certain scenes such as in a television program. Examples are the sounds
leading up to a point of suspense, fear or some other occurrence.
It DOES NOT mean listening to music in the background, i.e. leaving it on while you do
your homework, or lowering the volume so that you can have a conversation in the
background, whether in a car, a restaurant or at home. This type of music is Haraam, and
should be avoided.

Akhlaq

Page 9.38

www.madressa.net

There is a big difference between LISTENING to and HEARING a sound. When you hear
something, it is just a sound which enters your ears, you do not pay attention to it, and in
the majority of cases, you do not even notice it, i.e. the sound of air blowing past you, the
sound of cars and conversation etc... While when you listen to something, it is an actual
positive action, which you do consciously.
Thus any form of music which you put on purposely to LISTEN to, even if it is in the
background, does not become "background music" in the above context, whether the
volume is low or not. This type of music becomes Haraam.
Not only should we avoid music, but we should not go to places which are designed to
play music, or places where people dance to music. Such places, like discos and parties,
cause people to lower their guard, and act in a loose and permissive manner. When you
dance to music, you are letting that music control your actions and your thoughts. This can
lead you to perform other immoral actions.
One final point to be aware is that Allah makes things Haraam for our benefit. We should
try and understand why things are Haraam and justify them as above, but at the end of the
day, if we are convinced and have faith, we should accept the rules of Islam.
It is vital to ask questions and thus understand our faith, but we should never become so
stubborn and say "Just because I don't understand something, that it can not be
understood, and therefore it is wrong."
Allah is our creator and He is closer to us than our own skin. We must realise that His laws
are there to help us perfect our own character and fulfil our function as being His deputies
on this earth.
Verse 3 of Suratul Mu'minoon :
“Al ladheena hum 'anil lagwhi mu'ridhuun.”
and those who, from what is vain, keep themselves aloof.
Lahv i.e. Vain, the first Holy Imam Ali ibne Abi Taleb (A) says that all that is void of
remembrance of God is meant by this term, with the Ahlul Bait this term included all
useless entertainment’s, wasteful of time, including musical enjoyments, and vain games
played just to while away the time, are also covered by this term.
From my understanding:




Music which is or can be played at vain gatherings, or places where Haraam actions
are performed is Haraam.
Singing of the human voice, by itself is not Haraam unless it reminds you of a place
where Haraam is performed.
Musical sounds, and any combination of human voice is Haraam.
Satan's plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred between you, with intoxicants and
gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of God, and from prayer: will you
not then abstain? Surah 5:94
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